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The Rev. Christine Love Mendoza 

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd 

The Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost, October 16, 2016 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 100; Luke 21:1-4 

 

During the weeks of Stewardship this year, we recommit ourselves to God and the promises 

made in our Baptismal Covenant. Together, let us remember and reaffirm our baptismal 

promises.  

Will you promise to live generously, stewarding our gifts and resources in support of the Church 

and the well-being of all creation?  We will, with God’s help. 

Will you persevere in resisting temptation, seeking one another’s forgiveness and God’s?  We 

will, with God’s help. 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?  We will, with God’s 

help. 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers?  We will, with God’s help. 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbors as God loves us?  We will, 

with God’s help. 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, respecting the dignity of every human 

being?  We will, with God’s help. 

 

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
This is the first Sunday of our Stewardship season. Celebrating God’s fulfillment of promises to 

us; our promises to God; and our promises to one another; this year’s Stewardship theme will be  

Living a Life of Promise. For six Sundays, we will consider a different promise, beginning with 

our shared covenant to be faithful Stewards of God’s Church and creation, and continuing with 

our five baptismal commitments.  

The promise we focus on this week is this: Live generously, stewarding our gifts and 

resources in support of the Church and the well-being of all creation.  

Stewardship season in the church seems to always cause anxiety. Church leaders are 

anxious about securing adequate funding for the next year. Church staff are anxious about 

developing and implementing a program that invites unguarded participation. Clergy are anxious 

about how to teach and model Christian stewardship so that their parishioners can grasp the 

theological foundation for this spiritual practice. And, of course, parishioners are anxious about 

being made to feel guilty about how much they give to the Church.  

 Sometimes this anxiety is so great that folks simply avoid church during those long 

weeks of the stewardship season. I heard a story this week from someone who had attended a 

church in North Carolina whose culture was so resistant to the annual money-beg/guilt-trip 

stewardship message, that one year at the very first utterance of the word “stewardship” in the 

Rector’s sermon, a man in the congregation stood up, saying “that’s it”, and walked out. So, I 

hope that you will humor me and stay. Or, at the very least, if you do leave please come back for 

communion! 
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 Now, I know that we’ve pulled out the story of the Widow’s Mite which has far too often 

been used to brow-beat parishioners into giving. But that’s not what we are trying to do today. At 

Good Shepherd, we see stewardship as an inherent aspect of our discipleship – indeed, it is 

essential to our human nature. Our acts of stewardship – of care and concern for the church, each 

other, and all of creation that has been put into our charge – these acts are our response to God’s 

gift of love and life, and are how we best express our humanity. 

 In order to understand this foundational human attribute of stewardship, we must go back 

to the beginning.  The first words of our holy scripture forms the foundation of our theological 

understanding: “In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 

face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the 

light was good.” 1 (Gen. 1:1-4a) 

On the subsequent four days, God calls into being the skies, the earth, the celestial 

bodies, the dry land and the seas. God calls forth the plants and trees, the animals and all that 

creep upon the land, the fish and other creatures of the sea, and the birds of the air. God calls all 

of this into being and then blesses it by “seeing” the inherent goodness of it all.  

On the sixth day of Creation, God speaks into being humankind. For this part of scripture, 

I prefer Eugene Peterson’s contemporized translation of Genesis 1:26 because it avoids the 

potential etymological sand-trap of the language of human “dominion” over creation. His 

translation reads like this: “God spoke: ‘Let us make human beings in our image, make them 

reflecting our nature so they can be responsible for the fish in the sea, the birds in the air, the 

cattle, and, yes, Earth itself, and every animal that moves on the face of Earth.’” And then in 

verse 31 Peterson continues, “God looked over everything he had made; it was so good, so very 

good!” (Gen. 1:26, 31)2 

Our creation story describes an intimate and binding relationship between God and His 

beloved creation. As biblical scholar Walter Bruggemann writes: “This is the presupposition for 

everything that follows in the Bible. It is the deepest premise from which good news is possible. 

God and his creation are bound together by the powerful, gracious movement of God towards 

creation.”3 As God intentionally calls all that is into being, God continues to watch over his 

creation. God chooses to be bound in relationship with his creation, as the world is bound to the 

Creator. As Bruggemann describes it, our story is a story of the mystery of faithful commitment 

between Creator and Creation - a gracious commitment of trust and invitation.4 

Our scripture also reveals that humankind has a distinctive charge within creation. As 

creatures made in God’s image, we are made responsible for God’s creation. We are charged 

with being good and faithful stewards of God’s creatures and gifts. This responsibility is not an 

obligation, however; it is how we reflect God’s nature. It is how we live most fully into our 

humanity.  

Moreover, this story reveals that what God has made is a source of rejoicing and delight 

for creator and creature. At each creative act, God rejoices in what has come into being, 

proclaiming it good. And on the sixth day when God created woman and man, he completed this 

creative work and proclaimed it all very good indeed. This goodness cannot be expressed in any 

                                                           
1 NRSV 
2 The Message 
3 Bruggemann, Walter: Genesis: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching; John Knox Press (Atlanta, 

1982); p. 22. 
4 Ibid; p. 27. 
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other way than joy – all of creation sings with joy for their Creator, who, in turn, delights in their 

rejoicing. To paraphrase Bruggemann, God’s movement toward creation is unceasing generosity 

and creation’s response is extended doxology5 – Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise Him all creatures here below; praise Him above the heavenly Host; praise Father, Son, and 

Holy Ghost. 

 Made in God’s image, we then respond to the abundant gifts given us by God by taking 

our first fruits and giving them back so that these offerings may glorify God and bless others. 

These gifts may be large, reflecting one’s relative riches. These gifts may be small, reflecting 

one’s relative poverty. It isn’t necessarily the size of the gift that matters, rather it how our giving 

reflects our joyful gratitude and faithfulness. Not only is it possible to be ungenerous out of fear, 

it is also possible to give enormous gifts to the church but do so with a parsimonious heart still 

blind to the abundance of grace received. Conversely, we magnify even our small offerings when 

our gifts and our acts of giving reflect and rejoice in the generosity and abundance of God. 

 Luke’s very spare account of the “Widow’s Mite” illustrates this truth. Jesus has been 

teaching in the Temple and now he is watching as people of significant means come forward and 

give their gifts to the treasury. What is not stated but is implied is that their acts of giving are not 

wholehearted and faithful offerings rejoicing in the abundance of God’s grace. 

Jesus then watches as a poor widow comes forward and deposits a mere two small copper 

coins. A poor widow in the first century would be a woman who has no means of familial 

support and is therefore one who is most vulnerable and needy. Over and again through the 

Hebrew scriptures, God calls for special care and concern people such as these. And yet, even in 

God’s house, this poor widow, along with her meager offering, goes unnoticed except by Jesus. 

He sees her and her gracious and faithful act. And he affirms her contribution as greater than the 

others because she gave from her poverty while the others gave out of their abundance.  

 The obvious challenge for us in this text is to give with the same complete devotion and 

trusting faithfulness that marks the widow’s gift – to give sacrificially rather than from the 

comfort of our abundance. This woman, who most likely is more in need of receiving, is instead 

reflecting God’s nature in her gracious gift-giving. It is also worth noting that in her faithful 

giving, the poor widow is also rejoicing in her Creator and bearing God’s image boldly. To give 

all that she has, is to remember God’s grace and rejoice in it. To give as she has done is to 

recognize and delight in all creation and to call it good. To gift in this way, this widow lives most 

fully into her blessed humanity, and when one gives like that, even the smallest gifts are grace-

filled offerings.  

This sort of whole-hearted giving reminds me of King David dancing naked and with 

complete abandon before the presence the Lord. Like David, we are invited to rejoice in God’s 

gifts of grace and give faithfully, love fully, and serve unreservedly. And when we do, like Jesus 

did for the widow, God bears witness to our joyful and gracious giving and rejoices with us.   

Stewardship should not be a time of guilt-provoked obligation. Rather, this should be a 

time of joyful appreciation and thanksgiving for the abundance of good gifts given us by the 

Creator. It should also be a time of remembrance of who we are and who we were created to be. 

Like God, we, too, rejoice in God’s creation and see its inherent goodness. We call forth this 

goodness and bless it, faithfully offering God and each other good and grace-filled gifts. Amen. 

 

                                                           
5 Ibid; p. 28. 


