
It’s good to be here with you on The Hill. My name is Shannon Preston, and I am Priest for Spiritual 

Formation at Good Shepherd. I moved to Austin two months ago yesterday. I am from Duluth, 

Minnesota. I hadn’t been to Texas before coming here and have been so glad to be here and look 

forward to getting to know this community better.  

Last year, I lived in London with a new community of young adults. We were a community of people 

from around the world, from different Christian denominations and different backgrounds. Fourteen of 

us lived and prayed together and twenty more joined the community while retaining full-time jobs and 

other aspects of their “normal” life. We had chosen to dedicate this one year specially to seeking God, 

and putting God in the center of our lives. We were called the Community of St Anselm, and it is a new-

monastic community of sorts. We wore robes to prayer, we had a good dose of silence, and those of us 

who lived together ate all our meals together and all of us shared a common Rule of Life—a set of rules 

or guidelines that we chose to live by for this year.  

There were a number of rules and one of them is about sacrifice. I think this one especially pertains to 

the gospel we hear today.  

In the short gospel today Jesus remarks that the poor widow gives more than all the rest, she does not 

give out of abundance but all she has. Of course we do not choose to be poor or choose to be widowed. 

Those are circumstances of life that happen to us. But there is a kind of simplifying that is chosen and 

that’s what I want to highlight today. 

The rule of sacrifice talks about the joy of laying things down, giving things up, in reducing one’s options 

in one area to gain something more valuable in another. It is about choosing our priorities in life.  

 



The rule goes on to say we prioritize following Jesus and that sacrifice—giving of ourselves—is risky 

because Jesus does not say what He will give us in return. 

 

To reduce our options—to choose to reduce our choices, to choose to give things up to gain something 

more valuable. I find this difficult, when sometimes I feel so sure I know what is most valuable in my life. 

How difficult it is for me to hear a reality that in giving myself to Christ I don’t know exactly what I’ll 

receive in return. I’m fairly sure that when I purchase a coffee I’m going to receive a coffee. If it’s at a 

shop it will come along with, most likely, a place to sit some time to read. But, following Jesus, is not so 

straightforward. It is much riskier. But this risk, is the risk worth taking. 

 

And it is a risk because Christ shows us a different way to see things than we often do on our own. To 

Christ, this woman and her coins was more than the impressive giving of others. To Christ, the intention 

of this, knowing it means something to her, it matters to her, this woman’s gift is worth recording for us 

to read today, 2000 years later. To Christ, our gifts given from the core of our being, from the truth of 

who we are, that is found more easily with less complication, less going on, the gifts given that matter to 

us are excitingly worthwhile.  

And we all have these gifts to give. Good Shepherd is beginning a five-week series on stewardship—on 

what it means to give and giving is part of our Christian identity. We are not here to keep to ourselves!  

And this is Good News—not only for us, but also for those around us. When we give from our hearts—

when we give gifts that mean something to us, that require something from us, we give in a special way.  

 



And you have a concrete example of how to give here this week already—this open mic night coming 

up. I’m excited about. A way to offer part of yourself and the gifts you are given—or even, in some 

cases, the gifts you think you are given. I will bake something for Friday and while it’s been a while since 

I’ve had something turn out good—so perhaps that gift is a strange example--I will hope and pray and 

offer it to this community. I will offer part of myself with it. 

 It’s an amazing way to kick off this stewardship season. The gifts God give us are abundant—and we 

have opportunities to share them. And, giving from our heart, like that Rule says—reveals a deep joy. 

Many of you know this joy of giving. The joy of really giving something we feel good about. I recall once 

baking a very good cake—it was a flourless chocolate with sweet potato birthday cake—it tasted nice. 

But it was a delight to share it. In this case it benefitted others, too--it celebrated another, it brought 

people together and it opened up shared memories.  When we give something from our hearts it 

reaches others and can enhance their lives, too.    

God gives us gifts to share and this is good. And It is also joyful because it frees us to receive more. We 

are made to give and when we give we have more space to receive. When we reduce our options, when 

we give some things up--a deeper joy is revealed.  How beautiful God’s thought in creating us this way.                                                           

And we are made in the image of God. Our God is One who gives of Godself over and over and over 

again—God’s nature gives to us—in abundance, and with simplicity, again and again and again. And we 

can receive more of what God gives us, when we give ourselves.  

 

And giving of ourselves is risky, because it puts us in a position to meet Christ. When we give to others it 

is possible we meet Christ in them, when we give to others it is also possible they meet Christ in us. We 

don’t always know what others need—I did not expect a sweet potato cake to cause such excitement, to 

somehow pull out stories from people but it did. We don’t always know and It can be risky—but to give 



is a risk so deeply worth taking. We do not know what we receive when we give something of ourselves 

but we can pray and rejoice in the hope that we are offering something that makes a difference—and as 

we heard today—gifts sometimes seem like they don’t make a difference—two pennies in a treasury—

but that is sometimes most valued of all. So, at the beginning of this stewardship season I invite you to 

begin thinking about what you can give. What you are called to give. And God gives us many gifts and 

these are gifts to share. 

I pray that in this season we may find that in the risk of giving we find something more valuable than we 

have known before.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


