
Originally from Ethiopia, Sutafe Weldermichael was chosen 

for a diversity visa in 2009. Austin was an easy choice for 

Sutafe – the church he was a pastor for there has a sister 

church here. With this support network laid out and another 

congregation to become involved with, Sutafe moved 

shortly after receiving the visa.  

Despite having a support network, Sutafe’s transition has 

not been easy. On top of being a pastor, Sutafe was also a 

language and theology teacher in Ethiopia. Due to 

differences in criteria, he has not been able to return to 

teaching. Instead, he works for an electrical company as a 

hazmat specialist. When he first came to Austin, he made 

the difficult decision to leave behind his wife and 11-year-

old daughter. He wanted to wait until he was more 

established so that when they arrived, the family would 

have stability. However, his current salary only gave him the 

opportunity to live in a one-bedroom apartment. Not 

wanting to cram them all into such a small space, he began 

searching for a solution. That’s when he found Austin 

Habitat for Humanity.  

Sutafe first came to Austin Habitat 4 years ago. At the time, 

he had no credit and was unable to apply for the Affordable 

Homeownership Program. Instead of letting that deter him, 

he enrolled in the Financial Counseling Program, taking 

courses that taught him how to properly build and manage 

his credit.  

Through dedication and education, Sutafe was able to 

take control of his future and become eligible for Austin 

Habitat homeownership.  

“All of these years, I have been working for a house for 

my wife and daughter,” he says.  

Becoming a homeowner will mean stability and space for 

his family, but Sutafe is also thinking ahead. He wants to 

grow his family, and hopes that this opportunity he has 

now will lead to more opportunities for his daughter and 

future children later. “I want to make sure that my kids 

have the education and knowledge to move forward and 

be successful in America.”  

Sutafe wants to thank everyone who is involved in the 

building of his home. “I don’t have any words for them. 

They are helping me solve my problem, and I am so very 

happy. I cannot wait to be in my new home with my 

family.” 
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