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Ephesians 2:19-22; Luke 20:33-43 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, respecting the dignity  

of every human being?  We will, with God’s help. 

 
Good morning! I hope everyone here was able to attend the cornerstone setting ceremony 

for our extended and refreshed church building. The ceremony today was a wonderful foretaste 

of the anticipated completion of the 2 ½ year renewal of our Windsor campus. We even got a 

joyous sneak peak (listen?) of our new carillon of 25 cast bronze bells that will begin ringing on 

Christmas Eve! Soon enough, the world will know when we are in worship.  

 There is a long history of cornerstone setting ceremonies in the Christian church. 

Historically, the cornerstone was the first stone set in the construction of a masonry foundation. 

It is important because all other stones will be set in reference to this stone, thus determining the 

position of the entire structure. Because of this, much care and consideration is invested in how 

and where the cornerstone was laid. 

 Over time, however, the cornerstone became a ceremonial stone set in a prominent 

location on the outside of a building, with an inscription on the stone indicating the construction 

dates of the building and other details. In sacred architecture, the cornerstone frequently makes a 

dedicatory proclamation for the building. And even if it is now only a ceremonial gesture, the 

cornerstone proclaims the intention and source upon which the structure was constructed, so that 

all else built upon this foundation may reflect this intention. 

Thinking about this, I was reminded of my friend Ken. Now, Ken is a very particular man 

who invests much time and attention to even the most minute of details. A couple of weeks ago, I 

was at his house to pick up Emma from a sleepover with his daughter and was admiring the 

recently retiled kitchen floor. The tile pattern was very nicely done and I asked him if he had 

done all the work himself. Ken said no, that he had hired a guy to do the work, but that he had 

designed the tile pattern and worked closely with him on the placement of the first tile at the 

threshold. He said he had no idea how complicated it was to place that the first tile. It had to be 

just right or all the rest of the pattern would be off. Ken said it took them over 2 ½ hours to 

properly center the tile!  

My first response was to laugh – it sounded so ridiculous and there would be no way I 

would have the patience to focus nearly 3 hours on something so tedious. Then, as I looked how 

the tile pattern flowed relative to the space, I could see how important it is to get that very first 

tile right. That, no matter how lovely the tile was or how attractive the pattern, if that first tile 

wasn’t properly aligned, the whole thing would be ruined. All else would be built upon the 

foundation of that very first placement.  

 

In the church, we affirm Christ as the chief cornerstone, upon which the household of 

God is built. In our first lesson today, St. Paul speaks to his church in Ephesus. Many of these 

converts were Gentiles and Roman citizens. Roman citizenship was highly valued across the 

Empire, as relative security and privilege came with it. And Roman citizenship became a key 

distinction made across the people within the Empire, as was also the religious distinction 

between Jew and Gentile.  
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In this letter, however, Paul makes a bold pronouncement that people of the church no 

longer source their identity in these distinctions. He writes, “So then you are no longer strangers 

and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God built 

upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.” 

(2:19-20) All believers, Jew or Gentile, now have a new identity as citizens of the household of 

God – and this is now their primary residence. 

 Paul continues to write that, with Christ as cornerstone, “the whole structure is joined 

together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually 

into a dwelling-place for God.” (2:21-22) Even as we are different, when this household is built 

upon the cornerstone of Christ, we are then joined together. And as we are joined together, we 

grow into the holy temple and dwelling-place for God. No longer is the Temple in Jerusalem 

necessary to provide God a house on earth. God now dwells within the holy temple that is 

created within the beloved community of the faithful, made one in Christ. 

 

Today, the Church also celebrates the feast of Christ the King. It is always the last 

Sunday of the Christian year and it is when the church gives thanks and praise for the 

sovereignty of Christ, who is Lord of all creation and is coming again in glory to reign. This is a 

relatively new feast day in the Church, having only been instituted in 1925 by Pope Pius XI.  

In his first encyclical written in the aftermath of World War I, Pius noted that while there 

had been a cessation of hostilities, there was no true peace and that “the nations of today live in a 

state of armed peace which is scarcely better than war itself.”1 Pope Pius deplored the rise of 

class divisions and unbridled nationalism across Europe at that time, and held that true peace can 

only be found under the Kingship of Christ as “Prince of Peace”. “For,” as he writes, “Jesus 

Christ reigns over the minds of individuals by His teachings, in their hearts by His love, in each 

one's life by the living according to His law and the imitating of His example."2 Pius instituted 

the feast of Christ the King to remind Christians that their allegiance was to their spiritual ruler 

in heaven as opposed to earthy supremacy.  

 The most common depiction of Christ as King is what is called “Christ Pantocrator”. The 

word Pantocrator is of Greek origin meaning “ruler of all” but may also be understood as 

“sustainer of the world”. In iconography, Christ Pantocrator depicts Christ holding the book of 

the Gospels in his left hand and blessing with his right hand. As King, Christ rules over creation, 

blessing and sustaining it all.  

 In our contemporary times, kingly reign is often an uncomfortable concept for us. All too 

often, human experience of earthly reign and sovereignty has been one of harsh rule and fearful 

subjection of the people. Yet, as our gospel lesson today reveals, this divine reign of Christ is 

markedly different from the more familiar reigns of earthly kings. This King is one who suffers 

and dies for others. The ruler of this kingdom does not help himself when nailed to the cross, but 

he helps others who need his help. This king does not meet evil with evil but repays evil with 

good, interceding with the Father to forgive those who inflict his suffering. And even when those 

who were righteously condemned for their crimes implore him, “Jesus, remember me when you 

come into your kingdom,” he responds in love, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 

paradise.” (Luke 23:42-43) 3 

                                                           
1 Pope Pius XI. ''Ubi arcano Dei consilioI”, December 1922 
2 Ibid 
3 Busch, Eberhard. Feasting on the Word, Year C, Vol. 4 (Westminster John Knox Press, 2010); p.336 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/pius-xi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-xi_enc_19221223_ubi-arcano-dei-consilio.html
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The good news revealed in this lesson is this: that the kingdom of God will not come in a 

remote future; it dawns already, now, “today” even. And it is never too late to experience it; it is 

never too late become citizens of this household. Theologian Eberhard Busch writes that this is 

true because the ruler of the Kingdom of God is already with us, in our living and in our dying, 

and with us even in our alienation by sin. Indeed, he is close to you even in your darkness and 

distance from God. Because the Christ is with us and for us every day, we may be with him 

“today” in paradise.4  

 Next week will be the beginning of the Church’s new year, as we celebrate the first 

Sunday of Advent. Advent may be one of my most favorite seasons of sacred time, as we prepare 

and wait, expectant with hope, for the incarnation of Christ in the world. But before all of that, 

on this Christ the King Sunday, we are invited to remember that the “Kingdom of God” or 

“Reign of God” – to which Jesus constantly pointed – is as fully available now and always as it 

was when Jesus preached it in Galilee and Judea over 2,000 years ago. We are invited to re-

member the Body of Christ and celebrate in the reign of the King of Creation and the unifier and 

reconciler of all. And as part of the household of God, joined together and built upon the 

cornerstone of Christ, we may taste that promised peace even today. Thanks be to God! 

 

 

                                                           
4 Ibid. 


