
Will you continue in the apostles teaching and fellowship, the breaking of the bread and prayers? 

We will with God’s help. 

 

Prayer helps. It helps us and it helps the world around us. 

These words in our gospel are timely: Love your enemies, bless those who curse you. Do to others as you 

would have them do to you. 

I think we could use a little—or a lot-- more of this right now. 

I was in a grocery store, standing in the checkout line. I once heard this is a valuable time to practice 

meditation or centering and stillness—nowhere to be but there. I find now, since hearing that that I usually take a 

deep breath, look around—aware of this setting and the present moment and then look at the magazines in the 

aisle. New holiday magazines—and my mind wanders to it is only November. And then always others with people’s 

faces on the front--usually with stories or scandals about their life headlined around them. Sometimes I recognize 

a name, sometimes not—they are just another person-- but I always glance at these—and a part of me looks with 

hope that one day be something redeeming on one of them. 

 

We live in a culture that proclaims news of divisiveness. A culture that feeds off animosity and scandal, 

hate and conflict. Division and anger are what people buy, what they consume. This has never contributed to my 

feeling any centred, or joyful or even better. 

But, thankfully, in a landscape that can seem so flooded by division and ugliness, Jesus tells us something 

different: Love your enemies, bless those who curse you. Do to others as you would have them do to you.  

 

 

As followers of Christ, as disciples of the unfathomable love of God we are called to love our enemies, and 

to bless those who curse us. And I find that when confronted with enemies, I can quickly think of several or more 

reasons why what Jesus says is a terrible idea.  

But I’m sure there is something worth hearing when Jesus teaches us something that seems upside down 

or backwards.  

Being Christian is not a something we say in words or signs. Being Christian is a way of living, a way of 

being that puts love above hate, and blessing above cursing. And, although it may seem unfair that we are called to 



love when much of our world and especially nation responds with cursing (animosity)—we live differently because 

we love God. And this, is one reason why the Christian faith is one so worthwhile—it challenges our first reactions, 

what we think would be the given response and it demands something of us. 

And we need more blessing and love--especially this week. 

 

In conversations I’m in that inevitably seem to end up about this election it so often is about how wrong 

the other is—cursing those we disagree with. We are told to bless those who curse us—which means not cursing 

others. And I find it takes strength and courage not to perpetuate the demonizing or cursing of the other. It takes 

discipline for me, in any situation, to step back and breathe and then to ask a grace from God—to offer a prayer—

for help to respond with love and blessing.  

And we can pray. We pray here on Sunday but we can pray at any time in our week. We can ask for God’s 

presence. God helps us to be loving when we think we are unable to be.  God pours out love beyond our own 

limited scale and scope. And I find God’s love to be necessary to respond with love to someone who I’d at first 

rather not.   

And, In the promise we reaffirmed today we say we will continue in the Apostles teaching and fellowship, 

the breaking of the bread and the prayers. Today we are celebrating All Saints day—a reminder that we have 

others who can help us and set an example for us— we do not follow this path—follow Jesus alone. We celebrate 

all the Saints in the Communion of Saints—that is mysteriously, and miraculously every one of us who come 

together in praise of God-- those who have left this life, those who live and those who are yet to be born.  

We are in good company for this calling to live another way. We have help to love in a way that shapes a 

community with a kind of impact different than what magazine covers usually show. 

It is stewardship season at Good Shepherd, and I guess, quite simply, here, in Christ’s Church, we buy into 

something different than what the loudest voices in our society shout. 

We are carriers of a truth that knows blessing is possible when we open ourselves to love our enemy, to 

open our hand, to bless those who curse us. Christ is with us. Here, now and this week. So, instead of the many 

voices and headlines we read and will read let us carry with us and hear the words Jesus say:   

I say to you that listen, love your enemies, bless those who curse you. (Do to others as you would have 

them do to you.) 

To close, I return to our psalm for the day—Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new Son; Let Israel rejoice. Let 

the faithful rejoice in triumph. We are here together—and with all the Communion of saints we stand in awe of 



our God who loves without end and in whom there is no darkness. May that God be the one we call on and follow 

today, this week and for all our days to come.   

Amen.  

 


