
Celebrant Together, let us reaffirm our commitment to God and each other with this week’s baptismal 

promise. 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbors as God loves us? 

 

This week I watched and heard a string quartet play Brahms. I grew up playing in an orchestra but it has been some 

time since I’ve heard a good quartet. It was awesome, in the truest sense of the word. The group played so well 

together—like one instrument, moving so fluidly and gracefully from one part to the next. It was beautiful and it 

encouraged me to set a higher standard-not of my own playing at all, I am somewhat realistic, but of how I could be 

with others, how I can work with others, how I could see that I am part of something larger and more wonderful than 

myself. 

The kingdom of God is not something one person makes happen, the Kingdom of God comes more and more when 

we live into our part of the body of Christ.  

And our baptismal promise and gospel this Sunday both help to reaffirm our commitment to the Kingdom of God. 

 

Simon, Son of John, do you love these more than me?  

Simon, Son of John, do you love me?  

Simon, Son of John, do you love me?  

 

This is a question, I think should only need one asking. It seems like one answer should hold enough meaning. 

But all three of Jesus’ questions are important, Jesus knows what he is doing. For, as you may remember, not long 

before this Peter betrays Jesus, this one he loves. 

Three times Simon Peter betrays Jesus and three times Jesus reaffirms Simon’s love for him. To make sure it’s clear 

that Simon Peter loves Jesus—really, Jesus asks as many times. It is an act of forgiveness and mercy, faith and also 

trust in Simon Peter—this disciple of Christ. These questions are not for Jesus knowing Simon’s loyalty, I think they 

are for Simon Peter not to carry doubt from his past responses. Jesus offers Simon these chances to reaffirm he is 

loyal, faithful and loving of Christ. To reaffirm that the love of the one Simon follows, has been in awe of, worshipped, 

believed and built his life upon, the love for Jesus is more than all the other temptations and pressures and stresses 

of that moment.  



 

There are times, occasions, circumstances when, let’s say we, fall short of the glory of God, fall short of Christ’s love. 

This promise to seek to serve Christ in all people, loving our neighbors as God loves us. Times when we make 

divisions or hold grudge, when we put others below us—seeing them as less than human. This is when we betray 

how God asks us to love and who Jesus knows us to be.   

No matter how this week has been for you—rejoicing or despair-- it does not change who we are in Christ. Our 

identity in Christ is no division or hatred, fear or arrogance--it is that we continue and grow in loving all living 

creatures, respecting the dignity of all people, loving our neighbor as God loves us—even if that is difficult for us.  

Simon Peter denies Jesus, swept into an evening of chaos, moving quickly, with uncertainty. But Jesus gives him the 

space to step back into the relationship of love, and giving and faithfulness he knows is in the heart of Simon, the Son 

of John and this will guide his ministry through all of the book of Acts. 

We can be assured today that When we do not love as Christ loves, as Christ calls us to love, that he calls us back to 

our truest identity that rests in him. And he will call us back as many times as is needed.  

God will call us back to the love that is most important, and then provide the spaces, the locations, the opportunities 

not only for our own comfort and care but also to show that we are faithful and loving and loyal, to reaffirm our love of 

God and our neighbor as God loves us-- no matter how much we know have fallen short.  

As the church, as members of the Body of Christ we are called to serve Christ in all people, and I believe we come 

here looking for a taste of Christ’s light and love and hope. Which is here, all of this is done in God’s presence and 

with God’s help. Together we affirm our love of Christ, of God with us—of goodness and light and wisdom and peace 

and joy and love—from the presence of God who is so much bigger than us. God has something valuable for all of us 

here. 

And, It may not be in this sermon, but perhaps it is how we practice sharing Christ’s light. In just a few minutes. We’ll 

offer the peace to one another. This is not only a chance to stretch and see our friends but it is also prophetic. We 

offer peace to one another and in doing this we are a sign of peace to a world and nation in division. The peace we 

share here is not just a handshake—it is a, reconciliation, of hope of kindness and love—we are, like that string 

quartet-  a sign of what can be—people in harmony, working together. ! It is a chance from God to love our neighbors. 



Christ knows a better way than hatred and division, we can trust in that. And we can look to God to be our light 

through this time of fear and uncertainty, of bitter words, defensiveness and mistrust. With Christ, we do not go 

without hope and we do not go without support. 

 

And, here, gathered together, we pray for and receive from Christ what it is we need to serve and to love, to be 

carriers of Christ’s love in this place and out of this place—it’s still stewardship season, somethings do not change-- a 

reminder of our responsibility to listen to how Christ wants to work in and through us.  Perhaps today you need 

strength or humility, support or encouragement or something totally different. And again, we do this with God’s help 

and I invite you to ask Christ when you come to receive communion—to ask Christ for what you need at this time, 

today, in this week—what you need to receive from his love and grace. Then be open to what he, the living and loving 

Christ shares with you.  

We are disciples of Christ; we are his body in the world. It is our call to love our neighbor and to love God and we are 

not incapable of doing this-- for Christ knows what our real identity is and calls us back to it, then asks us and gives 

us the chance to share it with a world that needs it. 

Simon, Son of John, do you love me more than these? 

Lord, you know that I love you. 

Feed my sheep. 

Amen. 

 


