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Christ the King (C)  

November 20, 2016 

Good Shepherd, Austin 
Cornerstone Sunday 

 

Today we come to the end of the long Pentecost season on the church calendar. It 

is a time of fullness, a time of completion, a time of celebration, even of harvest, 

all wound together as we mark the Feast of Christ the King. 

 

This is a powerful day for the setting of a cornerstone. This stone marks a moment 

of fulfillment for the very long process you have lived here. From your dreams of 

years ago, through all the planning and all the negotiating (I remember so well all 

those City Council meetings!), through the relocation and the massive 

inconvenience --– through all this -- fullness, completion is at hand. 

 

Today is also a gracious day for the commissioning of ministry beyond this place. 

Our fullness can only be a celebration if it is  overflowing our own capacity, 

pushing us beyond our own comfort and sending us out into the world. 

 

As if all this is not enough, we also baptize and confirm today. I love that we are 

not leaving that part out! Our candidates stand as signs of the ongoing activity of 

the Holy Spirit among us. In the midst of all our doings, God continues to touch 

the hearts of those who turn to Him, calling them into greater community and 

greater love. Their presence reminds us that Christ is indeed the Cornerstone, the 

foundation, upon Whom we all stand. 

 

On this cornerstone day, we hear assurance from the letter to the Ephesians: 

[we] are citizens with the saints and … members of the household of God,  

with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is  

joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also 

are built together spiritually into a dwelling-place for God.         

 

Having been brought together as the household of God in this place, this 

cornerstone we set today affirms your desire to grow into a holy temple, to be built 

together spiritually into a dwelling-place for God. 

 

Christ Jesus himself is the cornerstone. No matter our own accomplishments, and 

in your case these are considerable, Christ Jesus himself remains the cornerstone 

Whom we celebrate and worship today. 
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This moment honors and celebrates the glory of Christ, a happy image for the 

fullness of time. Our celebration does pretty well until we get to the Gospel of 

Luke, when things begin to take a different turn. We are reminded that this King of 

whom we speak on this feast day brings this culminating fullness through the blood 

of his cross. 

 

There can be no doubt that this king takes us down a path associated not with 

celebration, but with death. We are pushed outside the walls of Jerusalem and 

quickly come to the cross, where we ourselves turn upon Jesus and join the 

scoffers, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of 

God, his chosen one!” 

 

 We cannot easily make the adjustment from our expectations of the glorious Jesus 

to the sight of this suffering Jesus hanging before us. Anger and frustration tend to 

be our reactions. We expected more from God, we have other plans for today, and 

we have other plans for our Messiah, our King. Our vision was clear, but God did 

not deliver what we wanted. 

 

Instead we are huddled with those who are “standing by, watching Jesus on the 

cross.”  We see a dying man, being jeered, and tortured by soldiers-- mocked by a 

criminal, and defined as a king only by a cruel insult. 

 

We want to cry foul. A true king should really offer more than this. After all, 

Prince William and Kate Middleton offer much better material. They are bright and 

attractive and have two beautiful children. They will be king and queen, and we get 

to enjoy it all vicariously. Isn’t this more what we had in mind? 

 

We want a king of glory, and God offers a king crowned only by humiliation. We 

want Superman, and we get a crucified Jesus. We are not alone – over and over in 

this passage, characters mock Jesus for not delivering what they wanted. 

 

Now that we know what we are getting, what will be next? We do the same  thing 

as the two criminals beside Jesus do. Our faith and our unbelief do battle in our 

souls. 

 

We will deny the realities of life and death which press upon us from every side in 

order to maintain the illusion that life should be all fun and games for our own 

pleasure, with no suffering and no real end. 

 



 3 

Yet when we get real, we weep. We yearn for a true center which gives meaning 

and purpose to life. Here, outside these gates, there is no place for illusion. This is 

reality – and out here, the only way you get into God’s kingdom is to turn to that 

dying Jesus and beg for mercy. 

 

The only way you save your life is to lose it— it’s the last who are first, and it is 

the humiliated Jesus who becomes the exalted Lord. He does not promise wish 

fulfillment, but he does confer an eternal life for those who come to him in faith. 

The great irony is that by not saving himself, he saves us. By his very brokenness, 

he makes it possible for us to be healed, to be in union with God. 

 

To whom or to what have you given dominion over your  life? If it isn’t 

entertainment, or distraction, or alcohol, or politics in this season, what is it? 

If you are looking for the center of creation, the hinge of all history, you will never 

find it in the wasteland of our culture.  

 

Whoever occupies the throne of England, your salvation will never be found there. 

Your salvation all depends on accepting the dead and risen Jesus as your King and 

putting him into the center of your life.  

 

All this depends upon accepting some stunning reversals. The King of Glory does 

not have the  power of the world. He has only the love which brought the world into 

being and which will not rest until all the creation is part  of the kingdom of love. 

That love forgives sinners and invites them  into Paradise. 

 

This Jesus reigns as King when we put him first, and when we offer him our best, 

and not our leftovers. Jesus reigns when we are his people in the world, carrying on 

the mission of God’s kingdom. 

 

Good people of Good Shepherd, I recognize you as God’s people in the world, 

offering your best, and carrying on the mission of God’s kingdom. You minister 

from here to Good Shepherd on the Hill and into the corners of our community. 

You welcome new members to the Body of Christ. It is the fullness of God’s 

kingdom that you seek to build through your life together. You go to such 

extraordinary lengths to do it because you know some things about fullness. 

 

Only the fullness of God can fill that void which demands a king.  

Only the fullness of God can bring meaning and purpose into human lives.  

Only Christ the King can bring to maturity God’s intention for the creation and for 

our lives. 
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Even though we want to avoid the dying Jesus, we cannot. The church will simply 

not let us develop our own vision of salvation, and will not let us make Jesus in our 

own image.  

 

Barbara Brown Taylor observes that we usually only have one cross in our 

churches. She goes on to say that one cross makes a crucifix, but the three crosses 

in Luke make a church. We acknowledge that we are those criminals hanging  

alongside Jesus. Our hope in Jesus and our rejection of him live side by side in the 

confusion of our hearts if we try to go it alone. 

 

Together we have the strength to stand outside the walls and look upon the truth. 

Together we help one another embrace the life and salvation which is the gift of 

Jesus. Together we confess our unbelief, and together we are brought into new life. 

We also know that the account of the death of Jesus is not the end of the story, but 

its beginning. Even as we look to its fulfillment in time, we celebrate eternity in 

this moment. 

 

On this day of fullness and kingship, we ask ourselves, “Who or what is the King 

of our lives?”  We place this cornerstone in sure and certain faith in the Kingship 

of Christ. We pledge ourselves to live in that Kingdom and to open it to others 

through God’s grace. 

 

Yes, it is a wonderful day to rejoice. Jesus is the King of Glory: dead, risen, and 

forever with us. 

 

Perhaps we can end where we began with these words 

From our opening hymn: 

To this temple, where we call thee, 

Come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 

With thy wonted loving kindness  

hear thy servants as they pray, 

And thy fullest benediction  

shed within its walls alway... 

 

So may it be in this place, through the mercy of God. 

 

Amen. 


