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In the name of God, who lights our way. 

Last year, just after Christmas I visited my sister and brother-in-law. They live in Switzerland and 
one evening we went out to something called a “lanternenweg” --a lantern path. It was about a mile-
long path through a big field, with a small chapel at the beginning and the field was surrounded on one 
side by mountains, a lake on the other and it was dark and actually dark, not city dark. 301 small 
lanterns lit this path and each lantern had a proverb written on it.   

The proverbs were written in German and so I mostly admired the beauty and light of this path 
but from the few they translated for me, it was a German Proverb that stuck with me most: “Love knows 
hidden paths.” And our gospel today reminds me of this—an angel comes to Joseph to tell him Do not 
be afraid. Do not be afraid to do something totally unexpected, seemingly unacceptable and utterly life-
changing. Do not be afraid to do something very few people will understand and instead follow God’s 
call on and for your life. The angel reassures Joseph to follow the path of God, the path of light and 
love—and trust the way God leads him although it seem to Joseph like a hidden path. 

This Gospel message shows it is, in fact, not our time that God comes into our life and the life of 
the world. Christmas does not happen at our convenience—we don’t schedule it. Indeed, were I 
planning when Jesus comes, I wouldn’t first think about one week from today—this seems more like a 
time of mourning, and confusion rather than celebration. It has been a week of devastation in Aleppo 
and the week before in Cairo and there other events these past weeks have shown grim and dark parts 
of our world. It’s seems strange right now, that this is the time to turn towards and receive the Messiah 
and savior of our faith.  

But the time when Christmas first came was not a bright time either. The Christmas story is not 
just a romantic fairy tale. One chapter later in Matthew, Herod will drive Jesus and his parents, Mary 
and Joseph, to Egypt and order the killing of firstborns in and around Bethlehem.  

And I believe the Gospel we hear this morning is the news God wants us to hear today. The 
message of the angel’s annunciation to Joseph. This is his visit and announcement to Joseph that Jesus, 
a child of the Holy Spirit and one who saves will be born. We mark this—God gives us this--today one 
week until Christmas.  

And this Gospel shows us that when we are not prepared—is precisely the time when God 
breaks in. At times that we do not choose, in ways we could not expect. And we, as Christians are 
blessed to let God come into our life, to surrender our plans, priorities and paths and allow God to set 
them.  

Joseph thinks he’s got it all figured out—he’s convinced, he has resolved to act a certain way. A 
way he thinks is right and good and will award him respect from his community, family and friends. But 
God, has something else in mind. Something that will bring him respect far greater than he can envision 
for himself but that God wants and needs him for. And it’s not the easiest way but it is worthwhile. 

It is not easy to change after you have decided to do something or go somewhere. The gospel 
today says, “When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him.” If I were 
Joseph, I suspect I would be more inclined to stay in bed a very long time that day—rather than change 



the ways I intend.  I like to think I’m open (flexible) but can also be outrageously stubborn and for God to 
show another way, for God to redirect my dreams and visions— is not easy for me to accept and then to 
follow. Both Joseph and Mary both are wonderful examples of those who believe in the call of God for 
them, that God works through people—and that God has come into the world and continues to come 
into the world and wants to save our world—and that God actually uses us to do that.  

We are a part of something radical, and seemingly crazy--that we follow God and God’s path.  
Joseph did not intend to do something radical but recognized God’s call for him and thankfully he did. 
When God calls us to something we do not expect that spreads love, compassion, hope or peace it may 
not always be easy but is extraordinarily life-enhancing. We are blessed when we recognize there is 
something larger than ourselves, a purpose bigger than we are that we are a part of and that we walk a 
path that we are not the guides on.  and thus join into a movement and mission and celebration that is 
greater than we are and even can sometimes understand.  

And this work we are called to-- to love and share and give in ways beyond what the world sees 
as conventional or even acceptable-- we do in community and so we need not fear we’ll go too far or 
miss what God is really saying. We can consult one another to confirm a call that may seem wild or 
farther outside the box than we’ve stepped before. Joseph had Mary, Zachariah had Elizabeth. We can 
confirm how God calls us with another, the spiritual guidance or direction of another. We are together 
because the work of God is not just for one, it is not just to save one—the work of God is for all. And 
Emmanuel, means God is with us. 

We prepare to celebrate God’s Christmas. Christ is at the heart of our Christmas and therefore it 
may be different than we would predict, plan or neatly tie up with any kind of bow. God shows us, at 
times, ways that may not follow the path others may expect of us. God is outside what we always 
understand and knows paths we do not know. God is outside the box and destroys the box and does 
things like calls a young family to give birth to and raise the Child of God--in a most miraculous way.   

As Christmas comes, I hope you will take a few moments to reflect on, to believe—to trust—that 
God has something in store for you this Christmas. Perhaps it is  not what you have in mind—a loving 
response or prayer you’d not expect from yourself to Aleppo, or something else globally or locally or in 
your own home—perhaps God will show you how love, kindness, peace and dignity of all needs to be a 
part of your Christmas devotion this year—privately or communally. To believe and trust that you are 
needed to bring the light of Christ, the love of God, the peace that surpasses all understanding and the 
joy of our savior into our world. Or perhaps God and love are showing you a hidden path you did not see 
or expect but that will reveal that Christ is still being born in our life—maybe in some small, or large, or 
recently renovated corner of Austin where love that is stronger than hate.  Christ is still coming into our 
world and that is real—not just an event from 2000 years ago we celebrate with nostalgia.  

Christ lights the way for us. And, I think, like this lanternenweg, at times when it seems so dark 
outside we need to look for the next lantern—if we only focus on the dark we will get lost, but if we see 
the path God illumines, even if only step by step, we will find the something more we wait for. “Love 
knows hidden paths.” It is God’s light that lights our path and as people of faith, we can trust that, even 
in ways we do not expect, God leads us on roads for the good of all and for the love beyond measure 
that His Son shares with us beginning soon in a small manger. 

 

 


