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1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
 
What are people of faith to do in a time like this?  
 
In politics – a radical change, division, fear. Many are hopeful and many full of dread.  
We are surrounded by an atmosphere of boasting: in strength in size in popularity.  
It is very complicated to sort out politics, policy, morality, principle – all mixed up. 

 
My patient counselor counsels – “This is a time for a lot of listening. Time to 

discern – what to pay attention to and what to ignore, let go of.” 
 
That sounds so surprising! When there’s a lot of noise, don’t you need to talk more 
loudly? Galvanize something really rhetorically strong to counter the power of 
media/messaging?  
 
She suggests that the time calls for humility and not arrogance.  
 
Her advice and encouragement echoes the resonance of Paul’s words to the church at 
Corinth. Today Paul’s words can become for us, utterance of survival, resistance, and a 
means to overcome.   
 

The culture and fabric of the world at Corinth in the first century celebrated 
beautiful eloquent words and sophisticated wisdom (Sophos). Valued appearance 
gorgeous chiseled features. Success, nobility, wealth, and safety.  “you can have it all” 
Even the image of God was made in the image of military power, conquering armies of 
heavenly host, domination. Philosophers and preachers operated in this world of upward 
mobility and positive thinking. Competitive and oriented around high social status.  
 
 Paul the apostle had come to Corinth and started a community centered around the 
gospel. He reminds them of that time. 
 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery 
of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among 
you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in 
fear and in much trembling.  

 
You see Paul’s style fit the substance. The medium matched the message.  
 
The word of the cross. The crucified Messiah. The God who died.  
 
God’s secret and hidden wisdom, decreed beforehand, prepared by God for those beloved 
of God, doesn’t look glittering or impressive. God’s secret wisdom is revealed in defeat, 
in shameful death, the complete crushing of weak human life on the cross.  
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Nothing eloquent about it. Nothing sophisticated. Nothing beautiful (comely).  
 
The powerful, the rulers of the age, didn’t/couldn’t see it.  
 

The God of Israel who saved and redeemed his people from Egypt, from exile, 
exhibited divine power in paradoxical ways and through strange circumstances. It was 
through weakness and disgrace that God’s power worked. Those who suffered became 
the means of peace and blessing.  
 
Hannah, wife of Elkenah endured the long heartbreak and the stigma of barrenness. 
When she bore her son, she sang of God’s power, boasting only in the Lord.  
 
Mary of Galilee, poor, at risk. Object of disapproval and disgrace. sang of her unexpected 
magnification by God, and her magnification of God.  How God uplifted her and her 
people.  
 
God took shame and defeat and turned it into blessing.  That’s the word of the cross. 
 
Ministry of Becca Stevens Thistle Farms, at St. David’s this weekend giving the Eckhardt 
lectures, she has compassion on those on whom society projects its shame, trafficked 
women, prostitutes. In her community they are healed through love, in community, 
recognizing themselves as beloved.  
 
In Hannah, Mary, Pauli, Becca too, the medium matches the message. They come to us in 
weakness and much fear and trembling. 
 
In a world of competitive philosophy and the seeking of transcendent status, Paul decided 
to know nothing but Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
 

In a world of boasting and bravado and clashing political visions, let us turn our 
eyes away from the glittering and the mighty, and seek out, listen for the humble and the 
suffering to see God’s glory revealed and God’s love poured out. 
 
The mighty project their shame onto others and seek to destroy them. Christ Jesus takes 
shame upon himself, and lifts of the lowly, the secret and hidden wisdom of God, the 
power of God.  
 
This mystery this power can’t be explained, can’t be understood through logic, but 
through the infinite searching of the Spirit. The spirit searches everything even the depts. 
of God. 
In this time of din and fear and inflated escalating boasting, let us listen together.  
Let us listen for the weak and the fearful and the trembling.  
 
This searching by the spirit will bring us closer to having the mind of Christ. Amen. 


