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2 Lent Year A 

March 12, 2017 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Austin 

 

I was driving in my car on January 9th of this year listening to the news.  The story came on that 

Tim Cook, CEO of Apple, was celebrating the 10 year anniversary of the introduction of the I-

Phone by Steve Jobs.  I said out loud, “No way, that simply cannot be true.”  10 years, only 10 

years, as I lovingly looked down at my I-Phone 6 Plus resting comfortably next to me.  It seems like 

I have always had my precious I-Phone.  My teenage son has only had an I-Phone.  How could there 

have been a time without an I-Phone?   

 

Some context.  I am not a techy by any means.  The first cell phone I purchased was in 1999.  I 

could not tell you what kind.  But Steve Jobs mesmerized me when he introduced the I-Phone…just 

10 years ago.  I was immediately converted.  I wanted an I-Phone.  I still have that first I-Phone by 

the way.  Now, I was not one of those that camped out for nights.  But I did order it online and 

within a week of January 9th, 2007, I held in my hands the object of my desire.  And I did love it.   

I showed it off to any who would let me, friends, acquaintances, strangers, looking over my 

shoulder as I demonstrated the touch screen, the sleek body, the way it fit so neatly in your hand.   

 

Some weeks later, maybe a month or so, I was leaving church with an arm full of books, papers and 

on top of that stack rested, safely, I thought, my glorious I-phone.  As I turned to lock the door the 

I-Phone slid across the slick book cover and crashed to the concrete sidewalk.  An expletive later, I 

bent down to pick up the phone that had fallen screen face down.  Cracks and fissures all across 

that once beautiful touch screen.  It was as if God was saying, “Smash your idols.”  I couldn’t help 

myself.  I ordered a new one and I have had an I-Phone ever since, for 10 years, that feels like 20.   

 

And that is the point, how mind boggling fast technology is advancing.  Just to say that now is a 

cliché.  One writer who has helped me tremendously attempt to comprehend what is happening in 

our world is Tom Friedman.  Friedman excels at what he calls “explanatory journalism.”  His 

objective is to be a “translator from English to English.” Friedman is really good at explaining 

complicated subjects to folks like me.  I first read, The Earth is Flat: A Brief History of the 21st 

Century.  And then most recently, THANK YOU FOR BEING LATE: An Optimist’s Guide to 

Thriving in the Age of Accelerations.   
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What is happening, according to Friedman?  Though human beings have proven over thousands of 

years to be very adaptable, our capacity to adapt is being outpaced by what Friedman calls a 

“supernova.”  That “supernova” is built from three rapidly increasing events, technology, global 

markets (capitalism at work) and climate change.  He argues how these three things are linked and 

accelerating beyond human comprehension.  We are getting better at embracing change, according 

to Friedman.  Significant societal change that in the past required two or three generations to 

integrate, is now happening in ten years.  Better, but not fast enough.  Friedman is hopeful.   

 

He outlines a way forward for people, companies and governments and gives many examples of the 

human capacity to adapt to its environment.   He is also honest and highlights his conversation with 

scientist Amory Lovins as what can only be seen as a warning.  Friedman asked Lovins why some 

biological systems thrive and others do not and Lovins replies, “They are all highly adaptive — and 

all the rest is detail.”  

 

Well, interesting you say, but where are you going with this?  “The Lord said to Abram, “Go from 

your country and your kindred and your father’s house,” everything familiar and known to you 

Abram, “go to the land that I will show you,” a place you have never been, unfamiliar, a new place.  

Abram, Abraham, the progenitor of the great monotheistic faiths, begins his story by being 

confronted by the transcendent Holy other—God.  Abraham’s decision, do I stay or do I go, is the 

penultimate moment in the narrative of Genesis and from the perspective of the biblical story the 

whole future of humanity.   

 

Abraham’s decision of faith is this; Do I retreat and withdraw to what I know, my homeland, the 

familiar or do I venture out into the unknown, trusting that it is God calling me and leading me and 

who will be with me?  And that this choice is not just for his good, but for the blessing of all. 

 

I don’t think it was or is a rhetoric question.  It is an essential, existential, right where we live today, 

sort of question.  Across Europe and North America there is the awareness as Friedman 

demonstrates that the way of life we know is rapidly accelerating away from us and we don’t know 

why or how to stop it.   

 

Then, someone steps forward and boldly and with certainty says “I know what is happening, what 

is going on. I can simply explain everything. I know whose fault this is.  I can fix all this mess.  I can 

stop it and get us back to what we know, the familiar.” 
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“The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 

land that I will show you… and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 

Genesis 12 and the story of Abraham is the beginning of a group of scattered near eastern tribes 

who form a common identity around the idea of one God who reaches out to one person to reveal 

God’s love, glory and purpose in the world.   

 

You and I gathered here this morning are people who carry on that story, of a God who seeks 

blessing for all the peoples of the earth.  As the gospel writer reaffirms, God did not incarnate, 

enter fully into our lives and world, to destroy us but to save us, to show us the way to live, to 

become the human being God creates us to be.  

 

So, are these disorienting times asking us to retreat, blame the weak, withdraw and defend?  Some 

think that is the answer.  Or are we facing a moment like Abraham?  Stay or go, express faith—

confidence and trust in the unknowable, mysterious but ever present God, who, as Jesus says, is like 

the wind, always present, sometimes with a mighty gust and other times barely, if at all noticeable, 

but nevertheless there.   

 

What if the story that begins with Abraham in Genesis 12 continues to unfold?  That what God 

began with a scattered group of tribes in the middle of nowhere moves forward toward the 

awareness that there is one human race, created and loved and guided by one God? 

 

Look, I don’t want to get all romantic or be naïve.  I’m not going to break out singing John 

Lennon’s Imagine, though that is a really good song by one great musician.  I often am disoriented, 

longing for easy answers, a clear path forward.  I get it.  And yet it is the mission of the Church, “to 

restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.”  And we have to say viewed in its 

totality the biblical narrative reveals a God who confronts individuals with a choice, a decision, a 

command, that demands from the one encountered a response.  “Go there, do this, say that.” 

 

So, the question remains does it not?  In the details of our personal daily lives and in our collective 

lives as communities, churches, a nation, what is our answer?  Do we stay put in our fear and 

insecurity, retreat, circle the wagons, scapegoat, say that which we cannot possibly know to be true 

as though it is true?   
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Or do we follow the good example of Abraham and go as God commands, leaving behind the 

familiar in faith, moving forward, trusting that God is real, love is real, unity with the Lord and 

each other, dreamed of from the earliest ones of our human race, is possible? 

 

“The Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 

land I will show you…So, Abram went, as the Lord had told him.”  May we be given the grace of 

faith to go and do likewise.    

 

Amen.   

 

 

 


