
Growing up, making pancakes was a Mother’s Day tradition.  The kind of pancake would 

vary year to year but it remained constant that my sister and I would wake up a little earlier 

than usual and make the pancakes.  Over the years, I have learned I am not a particularly gifted 

artist however, on occasion, I can make a pretty good pancake in the shape of, say a heart, or 

the first letter of someone’s name (that extra touch to makes a pancake really personal).  I also, 

for some reason, experience very little shame when it doesn’t turn out well.  So, one year in an 

attempt to make a tugboat for my mother, the resulting shape was rather more like a blob of 

pancake, but we proceeded to exegete what this pancake was.  Really.  Deeply.  At its core.  To 

me, it remained a tugboat, but to others it was a bird, a baby and a bridge…which I guess was 

the closest. 

It’s a poor example, a pancake, happy Mother’s day, but as with anything abstract—art 

or poetry-- as we interpreted together we opened up each of our views, what we each saw. 

And, with the abstract, it is in the looking deeper, the exploration and sharing with others that 

our understanding of what is there expands, deepens and speaks to us in a new way. 

John’s gospel is notorious for abstract and mysterious phrases.  As the gospel written 

latest, it’s Christology, or understanding of who Christ may be is most developed, they had the 

most time to think about this.  And although most developed, with it comes these abstract and 

mystical phrases: “You know the way to the place where I am going. If you know me, you will 

know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”  And the disciples so 

plainly respond.  Jesus, we don’t get it. What are you saying.  These disciples question their 

knowledge of God.  In some way, Jesus says they have seen the Father, to some extent they 

know God.  



And to some extent, us too.  

And not in His entirety but deeply, we are programmed, created, from before we are 

born with a comprehension, an understanding, an intuition of who this God we come from is. 

Recently, a spiritual director asked me, who is God to you?  She quickly followed this 

question by asking, who is Christ to you right now, the Holy Spirit, the Father or Almighty One. 

It was helpful for me to hear these questions.  To be asked who God is—plainly and to have to 

respond, to articulate who, at this moment, God is for me with my surroundings as they are, 

the mood I am in.  (While I like to pray and think about God a lot, I don’t wake up each day and 

write down: Today, May 14th God is like a chirping cardinal, majestic and beautiful.)  And this 

question helped me see there were parts of God that hadn’t made it into my understanding or 

my relationship with God for some time.  Yes, I could say God is loving but then God was a bit 

coarse, harsh, judgmental.  When we read the words of Jesus, it is good to pay attention to how 

they sound to us—maybe, yes, there is sarcasm and humor but sometimes it may seem more 

harsh than our all-loving God might actually speak.  

This question, who God is, reminds me that so often the God we see reflects our own 

selves—with all that is praiseworthy but also our shortcomings, for example, my failures to love 

and forgive, grudges I hold.  But, thankfully, our shortcoming and limitations, the projections of 

ourselves we put onto God are not who God is.  We are given, when we are young 

understandings of who God is that stay with us for a very long time, always.  But these need to 

blossom and grow, flourish and be challenged throughout our lifetime. We never have the 

whole picture of God, as we never have the full picture of Jesus.  



But Christ is waiting to bring us to bring us to the true and living God.  

And it is helpful, at times, to be reminded that God is more than the limitations we can 

put on him…or her.  There are all sorts of other ways to see God and they can be important to 

hear, to try and see and to let expand our own understandings.  To try to understand more the 

person who sees God, especially on this day, as loving Mother.  Or who sees Christ as Kenyan or 

native American or the Holy Spirit as a Brazilian daughter.  Hearing how others, and these are 

all real examples of how others see God and know God, can expand, restore, resurrect how we 

know God to be.  Always with our knowledge that Jesus is the One who’s love, welcome, 

kindness, and peace are beyond all others, beyond our own, should break open any projections 

of hatred, unfair criticism of others or ourselves, we put on Christ.   

And it is still Easter.  We are still in this season ripe for new understandings, new ways of 

embodying our belief, new ways of following and believing in our God who has risen and at first 

is not recognized.  And with this in particular, Easter is a wonderful opportunity to let go of 

parts of how we understand God that does us and others no good.  A commentary I like to read 

each day read this week, “Life is very short…We need to open our eyes and see things as they 

exist around us: what is valuable and what is not, what enriches and what does not, what is of 

God and what is not.”1 

“If you know me, you will know my Father also.”  The abstract, the mysterious, gives us 

myriad ways of seeing but it is not a search in vain, how we see Jesus reflects how we see 

ourselves, reflects who we are but when how or who we know Jesus to be expands, grows, 
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deepens or breaks open, then we too grow, deepen and break open in love, peace, justice—

those attributes of Christ—which expand who we are and how we reflect them to others. 

The gospel says from now on you do know him and have seen him.”  We will not grasp it 

all at once, as we do not grasp another person all at once, but bit by bit, bite by bite, we can 

come to understand, to see, to hear more about who God who is the Father or Mother, Jesus, 

the Risen Life-giving force and sustainer—and who is beyond all these titles is.  And we can 

come to recognize him more and more near us, around us and in us, all of us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And we have a God who so often feeds us with more mystery as the means to clarify. (Just see me, just 

know me and you’ll know God.) 

God is calling us to more than the material level of life and God is waiting to bring us to it.” 



 

 


