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Today we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension. For many, especially those who did not grow up 

in liturgical churches, this may be an unfamiliar feast day. Thursday was the 40th day after Jesus’ 

resurrection on Easter Sunday. It is a day of great significance as we celebrate the ascension of 

Christ into heaven to sit at the right hand of God the Father. This feast day usually gets over-

shadowed by the coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church on Pentecost, or as we 

Anglophiles like to say “Whitsunday”. But as we can’t have resurrection without death first, we 

can’t have the coming of the Holy Spirit until after Christ ascends into heaven. 

 While we rejoice at Christ’s ascending to his heavenly throne, this feast is also, and some 

ways more importantly, a celebration of the new creation that Jesus’ resurrection brought into 

being. The Feast of Ascension is a celebration of hope and promise. The ascended Lord will 

return to judge with the eyes of divine love all that is broken and unjust. He will return as leader 

in a glorious future, in which he will abolish injustice, end suffering, destroy death, and set up 

God’s new world of truth, righteousness and love.  

Mennonite Pastor, Andy Wade, wrote about the importance of the Ascension this way. 

“Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, a new world has broken in ours – a 

world in which justice does come for the poor, freedom comes for the prisoners, and healing for 

the sick. Because Jesus ascended and sits at the right hand of God, a new community has been 

formed – a community that loves and cares for all members, a family that welcomes all who are 

abandoned and rejected, a place where all find belonging. Because Jesus ascended and sits at the 

right hand of God, a new creation has begun – all that was destroyed is being restored, all that 

was corrupted is being renewed, all that was broken is being made whole.1” 

While we do not yet see the fullness of God’s promised kingdom in the world, if we open the 

eyes and ears of our hearts, we see these promises taking root and growing throughout creation.  

 

Just this past week, the Mendoza household celebrated a significant rite of passage. Our 

daughter, Emma, finished middle school. Our baby girl is no longer a baby – she is a bright, 

funny, artistic, and beautiful young person now. To my great joy, Emma has developed quite a 

prophetic voice as well. As her class Salutatorian, she gave a speech at her school for the 8th 

grade “graduation.” She called her classmates to live lives of substance, lives that matter, 

because life is short. And for some, she continued, such as those killed in Manchester on 

Monday evening – their very own peer group – life is even shorter.   

 For the past four years, Emma has attended an evangelical parochial school. It has been a 

good place for her – a loving and challenging environment focused on the whole child that 

allowed the kids to remain kids longer, which I think then helped them to mature better.  

The one trouble spot we have had with them has been their conservative theology. They 

are seven-day creationists who take a very (and yet still selectively) literal approach to the 

interpretation of scripture. Studying the theory of evolution became quite interesting as they 

employed complicated mental gymnastics to try to reconcile dinosaur bones with an earth only 

                                                           
1 Wade, Andy; https://godspace-msa.com/2014/05/13/ascension-day-what-is-it-all-about/  
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thought to be a few thousand years old. Even still, we could work around that – at least they did 

teach evolution, albeit with warning messages sent to the parents beforehand.  

The part of their theology with which I struggled the most, however, was their complete 

theological focus on Christ’s death as the sole instrument of salvation. The cross, passion, and 

death of Christ seemed to be the only relevant point in the salvation narrative. Jesus’ birth, life, 

and ministry are germane only as they lead to Jesus’ willingness to die for our sins. In this way, 

Jesus was the ultimate and only efficacious blood sacrifice that could atone for and redeem 

sinners such as ourselves. Even in their worship celebrations of Easter does one encounter the 

lingering scent of Good Friday and the cross. 

 This chafes at me because I think it myopic in its theological vision. It seems to blithely 

overlook the glorious mystery of the incarnation, Jesus’ teachings and ministry, and the profound 

transformation to be found in walking the way of Christ, not to mention Jesus’ resurrection, by 

viewing them only through the lens of crucifixion. I believe that salvation is not found solely in 

Jesus’ death, rather it is the entirety of Jesus’s work in creation that is redemptive, including his 

incarnation, ministry, death, resurrection, and ascension.  

To me, Jesus’ death on the cross was less an act of atonement that an act of solidarity – 

solidarity, or with-oneness, with those who suffer and sin, love and grieve, rejoice and lament…. 

In other words, solidarity with the human condition. By reducing the whole mystery of God in 

Christ to his death, we are left only with Christ as the ultimate blood sacrifice, and once this 

sacrifice has been made, what do we do now? This won-and-done theology of a sacrifice once 

made to atone for our sins, past, present, and future, doesn’t leave much room for an on-going 

process of redemption and transformation. Where is the walk with Christ? Where is the 

sanctification that comes as we are perfected by God’s grace over time? Where is the living God 

in this? 

 If we lose this notion of solidarity with the whole of humanity and the human condition, 

then I think we lose the power and promise of his resurrection and ascension. If Jesus’ life and 

death is only a sacrifice for our collective burden of sin, then the resurrection is merely a reset – 

a restore to factory settings, if you will. This then means that Jesus’ ascension is merely a return 

home, and we are left with our still-sin-prone lives down here in a distorted creation, waiting for 

a Jesus who now rests comfortably in heaven to return and take us to task.  

But, if we understand Jesus’s crucifixion as a divine act of solidarity with our suffering, 

victimized and victimizing human nature, then we have a vastly different situation. In order to 

redeem creation, God had to become united to it. Jesus’ resurrection is no longer a reset to 

factory conditions, rather it is no less than the gift of new life for all creation. Jesus’ ascension is 

no longer a quick trip home after a short but tedious time spent in a foreign and uncomfortable 

land, rather Jesus’s ascension now means the world to us and has great cosmological resonances. 

Understood in this way, Jesus has united his divine self with our flawed and fragile human self 

through the mysteries of incarnation, death, and resurrection. And we celebrate the ascension 

because as Christ the Son ascends to sit at the Father’s right hand in heaven, he brings with him 

his (and our) humanity. 

 St. Athanasius of Alexandria once wrote “what has not been assumed, has not be 

redeemed.” Having put it in the negative, Athanasius is basically saying that because human 

nature has been assumed, or taken on, by God in Christ, it has been redeemed. Jesus assumed 

humanity when he united his divinity with our humanity. So, it is our very humanity that has 

been redeemed and joined with the Father through the Son. I can’t imagine a theological 

statement of greater promise and hope that that.  
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 God’s work in Christ was not completed with his resurrection – he needed to be assumed 

into heaven and united with God. With this, Jesus brings us along with him. Through the Body of 

Christ, we can taste, if ever so slightly, perfect union with God, even as we wait for the day we 

experience its fullness.  

 Today, however, we wait with the apostles in Jerusalem. We wait until the Father sends 

the Spirit of Truth upon us on Pentecost to clothe us with power from on high. Then we will have 

a new charge, a new mission: to proclaim to all the nations the good news of God in Christ. Then 

we will have work to do. But today, today we celebrate with great joy Jesus’ ascension to sit at 

the Father’s right hand, singing our praises and blessings to God.  

 

Let us pray. 

God our Father, make us joyful in the ascension of your Son Jesus Christ. May we follow him 

into the new creation, for his ascension is our glory and our hope. We ask this through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever.  

 

Amen. 

 


