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Come Holy Spirit, and enkindle in the hearts of your faithful, the fire of your Love.  Amen. 
 
 
 Good morning! 
 
 
 At the lunch hour on Thursday, Missy and I turned on the television and entered a time 
machine, for, on all the over-air channels, Orenthal James Simpson sat in a gated witness stand 
and made his case to a national audience.  We watched for a few minutes, Simpson’s desperation 
occasionally roiling into (what seemed to us) anger.  He told a sympathetic story about his 
attempt to recover memorabilia stolen from him, a story in contradiction to the events narrated 
by his alleged and admitted accomplices.  During the parole hearing, Simpson imagined his life 
after a prospective release, observing of himself: “I haven’t drank in nine years and haven’t 
missed it…I’m not a guy who lived a criminal life.  You know, I’m a pretty straight shooter…I 
have no problem.”i 
 
 Later that day, a friend sent me a link to an article about Hugh Freeze, the head football 
coach at the University of Mississippi, who had resigned for “a pattern of personal misconduct.”  
The week before, at the media days for the Southeastern Conference, Freeze – already under 
investigation by the NCAA for twenty-odd violations related to his leadership of the Ole Miss 
program and its “standards” – had been asked about a phone number he dialed from his state-
issued telephone, a number to a service providing paid companionship to its patrons.  Freeze 
replied, “I’ve got no idea, to be honest.  I was in an 813 area code and that was a 313 number, I 
think that might have been a misdial.  I don’t think there was even a conversation.  There’s 
nothing to it.”ii 
 
 In a March interview with The New York Times, Donald Trump, Jr, denied ever meeting 
with Russians on behalf of his father’s presidential campaign.  He said then, “Did I ever meet 
with people that were Russian?  I’m sure, I’m sure I did.  But none that were set up…and 
certainly none that I was representing the campaign in any way, shape, or form.”  Saturday-
before-last, after The Times published an article about a meeting Trump, Jr. arranged with 
campaign leadership and several people connected to the Russian government, he explained, 
“We primarily discussed a program about the adoption of Russian children.”  The next day, The 
Times released Trump Jr’s personal emails, which revealed the promise of “documents that 
would incriminate Hillary...and would be very useful to your father.  This is obviously very high 
level and sensitive information but is part of Russia and its government’s support for Mr. 
Trump.”  In the email exchange, Trump, Jr, enthusiastically replied to this offer within minutes: 
“If it’s what you say I love it…”iii 
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 Plainly, these actions run in contradiction to the Psalmist’s desire for transparency, truth, 
and righteousness: while these men seek the cover of lies, “even the darkness is not dark to you,” 
the Psalmist declares!  “The night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you.  Search 
me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts.  See if there is any wicked way 
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”iv 
 More than I find offensive these specific examples – and I do find them offensive – I find 
more disheartening our cultural tolerance, our expectation, in fact, of such gross, public 
dishonesty.  Consider: 
 
 . Though the highest paid state employee by a factor of seven or ten (or 

twenty?), we expect Hugh Freeze to bend the truth in order to recruit the best 
players, to manipulate the system, and to win football games…do we not? 

 
 . Though entrusted with our collective welfare, we expect politicians of every 

partisan stripe to “spin” their stories, to prevaricate and to position themselves 
advantageously…do we not? 

 
 . And then, when a convicted celebrity-criminal deploys the same strategies 
 to achieve his release from prison, we delight in self-righteousness, moral 

indignation, and our feelings of superiority…do we not? 
 
 People of God, this is not acceptable behavior!  Those radical concepts “truth” and 
“facts” still exist, no matter what filters Instagram provides for us to color our experiences.  
What, then, is the call of the Christian community in such a corrupt context?  What, then, is the 
call of the individual Christian in a setting of such willful deceit?  This morning’s Gospel 
appointment offers some healthy direction to us. 
 
 Today, Matthew follows last week’s Parable of the Sower with more agrarian imagery: 
“‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but 
while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went 
away.”v  In this, the Parable of the Weeds, the slaves of the householder then approach their 
master when the plants begin to bear grain, asking, “‘Did you not sow good seed in your field?’  
Where, then, did these weeds come from?’”  That is, Did you use some of the cheap stuff and not 
tell us, because you are making a lot more work for us out here sweating in your fields. 
 The landowner answers, “‘An enemy has done this.’ 
 “[And] The slaves [say] to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’”  It’s not 
going to get any easier for us to clean up this mess… 
 “But he [replies], ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them.  Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, ‘Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into 
my barn.’”vi 
 Continuing the previous teaching’s form, Jesus then interprets this parable to his 
disciples: “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the 
good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the 
enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are 
angels.’”vii 
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 Though in my own faith I do not personify ugliness and evil in the person of a devil who 
drips corruption into my ear while I sleep, I can certainly affirm that we live among weeds…it’s 
very weedy out there…a lot of weeds these days!  Further, while Matthew’s community 
conceives the world in stark, dualistic terms as a battle between two Kingdoms – and exactly 
two: the Kingdom of God, on the one hand, and the Kingdom of “the enemy,” on the other – I 
find so pure neither camp (that is, of righteousness or of ruin), nor only two forces “at work” in 
our world.  The best and worst of us always behave in measures and with motives witnessing 
ambivalence and, likewise, the parable’s explanation [debated, in fact, as a “true saying” of 
Jesus] is simply too tidy for me, particularly the image of this last judgement that finds 
contradiction in other New Testament scriptures.  Little of my experience fits such a neat frame, 
and I believe in God’s mercy before God’s malice. 
 
 Even noting these challenges, I take heart and direction in Jesus’ fundamental counsel: 
“Let both of them grow together.”  That is, Let the weed and the wheat grow as they will, and, 
as my disciples, do not task yourselves with uprooting the liars and the thieves, believing you can 
see what God sees, or know what God knows.  You grow tall and bear good grain, encouraging 
others to do the same, and allow the harvest to come…Let both of them grow together. 
 
 I do not hear Jesus as altogether dismissing protest or truth-telling to power, for, clearly, 
the master is not willing to cede the whole field to the weeds, and Christ modeled such prophetic 
behavior in his own ministry and Passion.  Rather, this is a call to balance, and I receive the 
parable as a commendation of two colloquialisms to check ourselves and our own behaviors: 
first, and as my father would often say to me in response to my challenge of his and my mother’s 
favored treatment of my sisters: “Son, you better mind your own little red wagon;” and, again, as 
my parents told me a hundred times, if they told me once: “Two wrongs don’t make a right.” 
 Jesus warns us that if we, living among weeds, busy ourselves only with the naming, and 
collecting, and counting of others’ failures, we will have little time to consider our own 
shortcomings and needs for God’s Grace.  In such pursuits, the good grain we have been called 
to bear will not be borne, and, in this way, the field will be lost. 
 Further, if in confronting the fact-spinners and the truth-benders we prevaricate to bolster 
our own positions – even if our positions are righteous – then such prophesy is not prophesy at 
all, but only vain and vacant shouts serving our own needs, and not those of the Kingdom.  
Again, we will lose the field, for we who were good seed, will have borne only dust. 
 
 The parable encourages us to trust…and, admittedly, I find this difficult!...I often feel like 
the Lord would benefit from my assistance on these and related scores.  However, the parable 
encourages us to trust in the power of goodness and truth – planted, and watered, and nurtured – 
to change the world.  Further, the parable encourages us to trust in the power of God, if not to 
judge, then to reconcile all creation with one another and with our Redeemer. 
 
 Therefore – indeed! – let this be, O God, and know my heart…See if there is any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 
 Amen. 
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