
THE GARTH + COLUMBARIUM  
RENOVATION PROJECT

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

Q: Why is the parish renovating the garth and columbarium?
The foundation under the columbarium has shifted, and the parish plans to replace the current 
columbarium foundation with a permanent building-style foundation. In addition, the current 
columbarium has been fully reserved for several years, and the parish plans to expand the columbarium 
to accommodate those in our parish who would like to reserve a niche.

Q: Will it be necessary to relocate remains from the columbarium during construction?
Yes. Since the project calls for a new foundation for the columbarium structure, it will be necessary  
to remove the remains of those currently interred in the columbarium. The parish will remove the 
remains and will relocate them to the area immediately behind the chapel altar in the church building. 
The urns will be located inside of the wooden altar structure between the chapel altar and the wall,  
and the structure will be locked to keep the remains secure. The deceased person’s name will be  
affixed to each urn, and the urns will be returned to the columbarium after the renovations are  
complete. The remains will be moved with care and respect, and Good Shepherd clergy will oversee  
the process of moving the remains.

Q: When will construction begin? How long will construction last?
We anticipate that construction will begin in the summer of 2019 and will last several months.

Q:  I have a loved one currently interred in the columbarium. Will there be any cost to me for 
my loved one to continue to be interred in the columbarium after the construction project?
No. If your loved one’s remains are interred in the existing columbarium or if you already have  
interment rights in the existing columbarium (you have reserved and paid for a niche), then you  
will be granted a similar niche in the renovated columbarium at no additional cost to you. 

Q: How many niches will be available in the renovated columbarium?
The existing columbarium has 172 niches, and the renovation project will add an additional 192 niches.  
In addition, the renovated garth will include an underground cistern where remains may be interred.

Q: How is the parish funding the renovation project?
Reservation fees paid by parishioners reserving new niches and gifts made to the project will pay for  
the project. Funds in excess of construction costs will go into a perpetual care fund to help maintain  
the columbarium in perpetuity.

   

              continues...



Q: What will happen to the engraved stones on top of current columbarium niches?
The renovated columbarium will use these same stones. If a stone is engraved with a deceased  
person’s name, then that stone will be placed above the deceased person’s niche in the renovated 
columbarium. If a family chooses to reserve a niche in the new portion of the columbarium (in the  
wall along the east side of the garth), then the deceased person’s name will be engraved on a plaque  
on the outside of the niche. 

               
Q:  I reserved a niche in the current columbarium near the niches of friends or family 

members. Will my niche in the renovated columbarium be located near the niches  
of the same people?
Yes. To the maximum extent possible, we have assigned niches in the renovated columbarium that  
are located near the same niche-holders as in the current columbarium.

 
Q: How can I support the renovation project?

We welcome gifts to support the project. You can make a gift by sending a check to the parish with 
“columbarium fund” in the memo line. In addition, families and individuals may honor or remember  
a loved one by giving a bench in the garth in his or her honor or memory. Stone benches are located  
at each end of the garth. Please call the church office for more information.


