
Easter 5, 2019 

 

Preparing for New Truth: Easter and the Holy Spirit 

 

It’s the fifth Sunday of Easter.  Amazing that we celebrated Easter five weeks ago.  Easter season 

has seven Sundays.  It goes until June 8th.  During these days of Easter, for many people in this 

congregation school will end for themselves or children—summer vacation will arrive, perhaps some will 

leave for a summer home, some will graduate from high school or college, some may be preparing for a 

major project.  There is a lot that happens in this time in our lives—so on this fifth Sunday of Easter, 

today, it’s good to check in with what’s going on in our collective journey of faith.  To remind ourselves 

of where we are in our life with Christ and our lessons today are beautiful, I think for doing just this.  

 The risen Jesus has been walking around for nearly a month.  This Easter season is, as we most 

often hear, a rejoicing in the resurrection—which is awesome so we have lots to rejoice in for that—but a 

piece that sometimes can slip past us—is that as we rejoice, in these fifty days of Easter—we also prepare 

ourselves for this Holy Spirit that is coming at Pentecost.  In our Gospel today Jesus says he is going 

away1 and a few chapters later in John he will say, he must go so the Advocate—the Holy Spirit will 

come to us.  This Spirit that will guide us into all truth.2  

 So, there’s a lot more going on in Easter than that one Sunday of Easter eggs, the singing of 

Alleluia and the great joy of resurrection—yes and yes and yes—and, also—the Holy Spirit is on her way 

to show the disciples and us a new way.  

 Our passage from Acts today is phenomenal.  Chapter 10 of Acts tells the full account of Peter 

meeting a man in Caesarea named Cornelius.  What we hear today is what follows immediately, the 

retelling of this encounter to the other apostles.  We can figure that if something is repeated like this in the 

Bible, first told in 48 verses than retold in 18 verses, it’s because it’s important.  Cornelius is a Gentile—a 

“centurion of the Italian Cohort”3 and one of the uncircumcised—in short, he’s not a Jew.  But even 

though he isn’t a Jew, God, in Christ, has found Cornelius—and Cornelius believes in Jesus as Messiah. 

Yet we hear, today, the Jewish followers of Christ, the circumcised in this passage, wonder why Peter 

would ever fraternize with, much less baptize a Gentile and thus invite all Gentiles who believe in Christ 

into a shared faith and family of believers.  Peter explains to them how he came to accept Cornelius as a 

faithful believer in Christ.  First, the Holy Spirit shows Peter that what he thought was unclean—specific 

animals for eating—are clean, when God deems them clean, following this he is met and led by men met 

by angels and finally meets Cornelius face-to-face and sees this is someone who desires to be a faithful 

follower of Christ.4  But the Holy Spirit does not just act with Peter—for with Peter’s explanation, with 

the Holy Spirit, those who didn’t think Gentiles could believe in Christ, see that God can change even 

how they thought things were.  Their hearts and minds, which were closed in some way—probably 

unbeknownst to them— are opened—and that’s good news for us— for all of us who do not have Jewish 

ancestors, their openness allowed us to be part of the church today.  

 In Easter we rejoice and we prepare to have our hearts and minds opened, at Pentecost, by the 

Holy Spirt. What Peter thought was dirty is now clean.  Who the circumcised thought could not be 

children of God are made followers and brothers and sisters.  The Holy Spirit, that still acts today, has the 

power to change everything.  

 Now, perhaps you are all already open channels to the Spirit, but for me it is challenging to have 

what I know and believe change.  But, thankfully, sometimes what we think is true—changes.  I am 

grateful that we are no longer told that the sun revolves around the earth or that bloodletting is the most 

advanced medical treatment—I’m happy to have alternatives to leeches in my medical procedures.  What 

was once seen as certain was, in fact, not.  And, unfortunately, and fortunately that means that some 
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things I hold as “true” are perhaps not either—what will people in 100 years look at and think was so 

backward about our time?  How we understand what is going on in the world can be upturned, yes in 

science but also in our beliefs--by the Holy Spirit.  Someone who spoke at Good Shepherd a few weeks 

ago said, the opposite of faith is not doubt the opposite of faith is certainty.5 

Now I’m not sure that the opposite of faith is always certainty—there are some things we can be 

certain about—there is a discernment, involved, best done in community, but God’s Holy Spirit can 

change certainties that are, well, not so valuable any more—the wisdom we can test against is that the 

Holy Spirit opens us to love God, the world and others and ourselves more, more than we thought we 

could.6  Just as God did for these believers who did not think some other kind of people could be loved by 

God as they are.  I am comforted by this passage from Acts for this conversion is not painful, it is not gut 

wrenching, rather Peter explains how he came to accept Cornelius step by step.  The Holy Spirit 

explained it to Peter, gently, guiding him along until he understood and saw.  And at the end of the lesson 

Peter shows us something invaluable for this openness to the Spirit we work on in Easter.   

Peter says: “John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit. If then God 

gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 

hinder God?”7  

 In this Easter season as we prepare to welcome the Holy Spirit, as we celebrate the resurrection, 

we are reminded how great God is.  It is good for us to be reminded that we, very bluntly, do not know as 

much as God.  Each Monday in our prayers for Peace and reconciliation we put it this way: we ask 

forgiveness for “the pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God.”8  Peter exemplifies a 

humility which can sometimes be lost in a world that values displays of great power, perfection, expertise, 

or certainty.  It is popular to pretend we are the final word of authority in our lives or the lives of others.  

But, there is one greater than any of us and we hinder God acting in our lives when we try to be God in 

our lives.  A first step to welcoming the Holy Spirit, to opening our heart to the Spirit is to be open to 

obey, to listen to one who is greater than us9—more loving, and kind, gentle, knowledgeable and wise. 

 None of this is meant to be an admonition but a pointing out of what this Easter season shows us.  

God resurrected Jesus from the dead.  God is great!  

It is the fifth Sunday of Easter and in these next two weeks of Easter a lot can happen.  There will 

be graduations, school endings, summer trips beginning…but let us carry with us this reminder: even 

though school is ending, or ended for us a long time ago, we try our best to keep our hearts and minds 

open so that when the Holy Spirit comes and the Holy Spirit will come (the Holy spirit is already here). 

We try to open our hearts so we can say yes to the surprise of the Holy Spirit who is coming.  The Holy 

Spirit that helps us to love God, others and ourselves more than we ever thought possible. 

 “And I remember the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit. If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?’ When they heard this they were silenced.  And 

they praised God…”10 

 Alleluia, Christ is Risen.  
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