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Who is My Neighbor? 
 

 
This past week Good Shepherd hosted over 150 campers for Shepherd Camp and Edge 
Camp. The campers spent the week exploring the theme “Who is My Neighbor?” t and they 
did this through art, music, movement and yoga. I asked my granddaughter before camp 
begun “Who is your neighbor?” and she told me the name of the man who lives next door. I 
believe that by Friday the campers understood that our neighbors are not only the people we 
see each day. Our neighbors extend way past those who live next door.  They learned that 
some of our neighbors don’t look like us, speak like us, believe like us or love like us. In fact, 
our neighborhood has no boundaries and there are some neighbors we may never ever meet. 
As my granddaughter told me at the end of Shepherd Camp, “Everyone in the world is my 
neighbor.” 
 
Last year there was a documentary made about a man who certainly knew about neighbors.  
Over 50 years ago when Fred Rogers graduated from seminary and his classmates were 
ordained as parish pastors, he made a very unusual request. He wanted to be ordained to a 
very different kind of ministry in an arena: which was new at that time - children’s television. 
Mr. Rogers believed that television presented a new opportunity. What he was seeing on TV 
at the time, did not appeal to him and he saw potential for something better. He wanted to 
teach children to value and respect others, to be kind, to face their fears, and, yes, to be a 
good neighbor. 
 
And so, every show started with that song that I believe most of know. The one where he 
crossed a line not usually crossed by adults and spoke to children in a way where it was clear 
that, though he was still the adult, he had respect for them. And he asked them to be his 
neighbor. 
 
He was a minister of the Gospel and understood what that meant. He knew that we who are 
Christians are called to be neighbors to the most unlikely of people, even the people on the 
other side of our television screens. At this point, you might be thinking “Well, …it’s easy to 
love your neighbors in a place where everyone walks through unlocked doors and wears 
comfortable sneakers and cardigans, and who live in the Neighborhood of Make Believe - 
But what about the real world? The one where you and I live? The one where not all of our 
neighbors are what we expect? 
 
I think he got that too. After all, he was hosting a children’s show, and so he was speaking to 
kids using situations they understood. But if you read a little about his life, you will see that 
this was a man who seemed to always cross the lines to make new neighbors. When he 
wasn’t on camera, he often stood up for others. And he really didn’t make a big deal about it 
because that’s just what he thought neighbors should do. 
 
I believe that the campers got a glimpse of the “real world” this week. On Thursday a 
Mobile Loaves and Fishes, truck was on-site, and campers were able to learn about the 
wonderful way that MLF serves the homeless in the Austin area. Our campers created 
Shepherd Bags with donation items collected over the week for parents to keep in their cars 
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for distribution to our homeless neighbors who live on the streets. The campers also wrote 
notes to the homeless to assure them that they are loved. 
 
It seems that the Lawyer in our Gospel reading today was seeking an answer to the very 
question our campers began the week with. He began by testing Jesus with the question 
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus countered his question with another, “What is 
written in the law?” the Lawyer replied, “You shall love the Lord your God … and your 
neighbor as yourself.”  Jesus congratulates him on getting the correct answer and encourages 
him to take the next step, but the lawyer seeks further clarity by asking, “Who is my 
neighbor?” Perhaps he needed one of our campers to show him. After all it is written, “And 
a little child shall lead them.” (Isaiah 11:6) So, to answer the lawyer’s question, Jesus uses his 
favorite form of teaching - a parable. 
 
As Jesus tells it, a man was walking down the road from Jerusalem to Jericho when he was 
attacked by bandits.  They robbed, beat, stripped, and left him for dead.  Soon afterwards, a 
priest came by.  Seeing the wounded man, he passed by on the other side of the road.  A 
short while later, a Levite did likewise.  But then a Samaritan came along.  Seeing the 
stranded victim, he drew close, and felt great pity.  He bandaged the man's wounds, anointed 
them with oil and wine, carried him to the nearest inn on his own animal, paid the innkeeper 
for the victim's further care, and promised to return with more money as needed.  

In those days Samaritans and Jews, disagreed on everything that mattered, worshipped in 
different temples, read different versions of the Torah, and avoided social contact with each 
other whenever possible. Jesus took great risk in choosing the Samaritan as the hero in this 
story; we might imagine how this shocked his audience. At the end of the parable, Jesus 
asked the lawyer to identify the person in the story who was a neighbor to the man who was 
lying in the ditch. The lawyer replied, “The one who showed mercy.”   
 
By deeming the Samaritan “Good”, Jesus was asking both sides to dream of a different kind 
of kingdom - God’s Kingdom- the Beloved Community. He was inviting them to consider 
the possibility that a person might add up to more than the sum of his or her political, racial, 
cultural, and economic identities.  He was calling them to put aside the history they knew, 
and the prejudices they had.  He was asking them to leave room for divine and world-
altering surprises. i       
   
We are all “tribal” by instinct and by habit. We are most comfortable with and usually care 
most about those like us. But now we live side-by-side with people of many different tribes 
and all tribalism fall away on the broken road. We might at some time in our lives find 
ourselves lying in the ditch of life as the unidentified one.  Like Mr. Rogers and the Good 
Samaritan, we need to cross those tribal lines, we need to draw close, and allow others to 
draw close to us, we need to show mercy and extend kindness while being able to receive the 
same; We need to not only think love, we need to do love.  
 
"Who is my neighbor?" the lawyer asked.  Your neighbor is the one with whom we share 
mutual respect, love and compassion, Jesus told the lawyer and is telling us “Go and do 
likewise.” So, in the words of Mr. Rogers and our campers, “Won’t you be … my 
neighbor?” 
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i  Debie Thomas, Journey with Jesus, July 3, 2016 
   Mr. Rogers Documentary 

https://twitter.com/home?status=https://www.journeywithjesus.net/essays/1023-go-and-do-likewise
https://twitter.com/home?status=https://www.journeywithjesus.net/essays/1023-go-and-do-likewise

