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Look and See 

 

In my prior career, I had a boss who would invite us into his office 

to "come, look, see.” We dreaded this phrase. Sometimes it meant 

we were in for a major restructuring of a project, occasionally it 

was a performance review. Most often, however, despite my fear, 

it indicated financial windfall, a raise, or even a bonus. It was sort 

of the boss’s way of saying “I’ve got good news.”  No matter what, 

these meetings were always transformative moments, building our 

work community, whether for morale or getting on the same page 

for significant project shifts. I don’t know if my boss was 

intentionally quoting Jesus, but it does say something about the 

importance of looking and seeing. I wonder if it is in this same 

regard that Jesus invites Andrew and another to the place he is 

staying, to look and see.  To be redefined in the presence of 

Christ, the incarnate one. To let go of that which divides, and to 

seek instead that which brings together.  

 

Jesus disciples, after all, where an odd assortment of tax 

collectors, day laborers, revolutionaries, and fisherman. Different 

as night and day, they were people who would never choose on 

their own to be in the same room together, much less in a 

vagabond itinerant community. It seems to me that people prefer 

to divide into likeminded, homogeneous forms of community.  I 
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wonder if that is because we tend to seek that which affirms us as 

we are and does not challenge our own self-narrative or 

necessitate change (change of perception, change of opinion, 

change of heart). I wonder if this tendency also stifles the 

opportunity for transformation, which is at the heart of the Christian 

experience.  

    

Perhaps our mistake is that we see life as a continual pursuit for 

individual happiness. After all, this country has placed this as our 

foremost goal. We treat it with credal respect. But I am not sure 

this would be God's starting place for us, I'm not sure god invites 

us first to seek happiness trusting all else will fall into place. After 

all, happiness is fleeting and found more often where you never 

expected it. 

 

But maybe because of our constant pursuit of happiness, we can 

isolate ourselves in an ego-driven world. A world that heightens 

the individual and diminishes the collective community.  Entire 

industries feed into this desire, this priority of life. We beg, borrow, 

and steal for perceived happiness.  And we sacrifice deeply. We 

sacrifice friendships, families, and a host of other relationships, 

just for what we think is happiness.  I wonder if our lives would be 

better served if instead of happiness, we oriented around the 

pursuit of community. 
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Unfortunately, even our expectations of church, perhaps our 

highest form of community, can fall victim to this notion of 

happiness. We tend to seek church communities that reflect us, 

our opinions, our social standing, and it seems to me, in a world 

that easily divides itself into political camps, our churches reflect 

similar divisions. 

 

Admittedly, the first time I sought out a new church home, I came 

with a list, like I was buying a car, must have this and that. I looked 

for a church that would fit my needs. I suppose, there was once a 

time when going to church meant going to the nearest church, but 

now we seek churches that fit us, and will travel a significant 

distance to find it. I suppose the danger is that instead of a church 

worthy of the ongoing spirit empowered mission of Jesus Christ, 

we could become a church of eternal self-oriented happiness, a 

church more concerned with keeping people in the doors, and not 

one that continually challenges and stretches us as a community, 

but something akin to a series of self-help classes.  

 

The ministry that is introduced by Jesus is entirely different from a 

cafeteria-plan-church into which we could corner ourselves with 

our own need for happiness.  
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John the Baptist announces Jesus as the Lamb of God and 

witnesses what he has seen. He invites people first to see Jesus, 

to look.  This is done three times to emphasize the importance of 

seeing Christ. John sees and announces, then he invites others to 

look and see, and then Jesus invites those early disciples, who 

want to know where he is staying, to come, look, see. But they are 

never invited as individuals. This is never about a personal 

relationship with Jesus. This is not, “how's your walk with Christ?” 

This is not, “let me show you how to be happy.” This is an 

invitation to see and become part of a community.  You'll notice 

that Jesus invites THEM, to come and see where he is staying. 

And then Andrew invites another, Simon Peter, to come and see, 

and they are all brought into relationship, through community, in 

Christ. There is no formulation of beliefs, no talking points, no 

teaching mentioned. They all are invited to look and see, not find 

what fits your needs, find what makes you happy, but see and be 

in relationship with Jesus and one another. Simon Peter will even 

be renamed, perhaps a form of transformation, in the early 

moments of presence with Christ. 

 

There is good news in this for all of us, …we don’t need to know 

the answers, we don’t need to agree, we don’t even need to agree 

with what is said here in the pulpit. We only need to look and see. 

This is remarkably good news for me, for it might mean that the 
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most important part of what I do is not what I say, but instead my 

participation with you in the Lord’s supper. In my mind, this is our 

community’s “look and see" moment. A seminary professor 

instilled in me that when presiding at the Eucharist, make sure 

people can see. It is important that they see the bread and wine. It 

is important that people see the action.  And if they are unable to 

see, it is important that they hear so that they might see with their 

mind’s eye. There is deep redefining power in communion, a 

realization of community and the awesome potential of a 

community in the presence of Christ. In the simple elements of 

bread and wine, the work of the world, we are made, through the 

work of God, as Christ’s own body. God bridges our differences, 

our failures, and our misplaced desires, to transform and rename 

the community. 

 

We are then invited to repeat this pattern in our daily lives. We go 

into the world, and through relationship with others, we find Christ 

at work, bridging difference, renaming and transforming lives.  We 

can Come, Look and See Christ at work in the world around us. 

So no matter what list we bring with us about our needs, or desire 

for happiness, God sends the church out to discover God in the 

world. 
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So, I invite you to come, look, see, be in the presence of Christ. 

But don’t expect to find a better personal relationship with Jesus, 

don’t expect to find a community that agrees with you.  Don’t 

expect to find 12 easy steps to a better you, BUT expect to find 

remarkable relationships with one another, expect transformation, 

expect to be renamed, expect to find the God who will send us into 

remarkable moments, and then expect to find Jesus inviting you 

into the world to come, look, see.  

 

 

 


