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What you may need

TO CREATE AN ALTAR, YOU MAY NEED: 

 A candle

 A Book of Common Prayer

 A Bible

 A Cross or Crucifix

 A bowl with water

 An item for nature

 Photos or images meaningful to you

FOR THE PALM SUNDAY HOUSE BLESSING YOU WILL NEED: 

 Palms or branches from the yard 

 A bowl of water

FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY YOU WILL NEED: 

 A bowl of water 

 A clean towel

FOR GOOD FRIDAY YOU WILL NEED: 

 A cross or crucifix

 A candle and matches

FOR THE EASTER VIGIL YOU WILL NEED: 

 A candle and matches

 A bowl of water

 A celebratory treats for afterwards 

 A way to play some music
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Dear Friends,
What follows in this booklet are 
resources for you and those with 
whom you live to use for worship 
and prayer. It includes a simplified 
version of Compline (night 
prayers), a simple form for Lectio 
Divina, a Palm Sunday House 
Blessing, and the three services 
of the Triduum (or Three Days): 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 
and the Easter Vigil.  

All of these offering have been 
designed for praying at home, 
either as an individual or a small 
gathering of  friends and family. 
While some of the services assume 
a small gathering, they can also be 
used by an individual who, while 
physically alone, is nevertheless 
gathered in spirit with the rest 
of the church. If desired, those 
worshipping alone might consider 
worshipping by phone, Facetime  
or Zoom with a friend.

Families with young children are 
invited to adapt these services  
even further. If you have a picture 
or story book that lines up with  
the appointed scripture, feel free 
to use it instead. Prayers can be 
shortened or skipped as needed. 

Children who can read are encouraged to lead parts of the service. And  
the use of concrete objects – such as candles, water, branches or flowers 
from the yard, pictures, crosses, icons and so on – is highly encourged.

To begin, if you have not already done so, create a sacred space in your 
home including a small home altar. You will return to this altar again and 
again leading up to Easter, and the more you use it, the more meaningful  
it will become.

The Triduum, or Three Days, are the most central days of the Christian 
year. While every Sunday throughout the year is an Easter celebration of 
its own, these Three Days are like one great annual Sunday – one event, 
stretched over three days.  They tell the story of Jesus: his life, death, and 
resuurection. They tell the story of his Way of Love. Although this year we 
are physically apart as we walk this Way of Love, we can hope to enter  
the story in a more profound way and discover new and resurrected life 
right where we live.

It is our sincere hope that we, as the Good Shepherd Family across our two 
campuses, will “make a home for faith“ in our own individual dwellings. 
This is an opportunity to be formed in a new way, integrating our spiritual 
inheritance into the very heart of our daily lives. Although we cannot 
worship together as we usually would, we will worship nonetheless.  
And as we do, we will undoubtedly find ourselves connected ever more 
deeply to God and one another despite our distance. 

While Easter is a joyful festival, we keep it now in a time of difficulty and 
world-wide sorrow. Still, we believe that Christ is with us in his Word, and 
by his Spirit drawing us together as one before God. And we believe that  
the gospel of Christ gives us strength amid distress and comfort in the face 
of our sufferings.

After you conclude the final prayers in this booklet for Saturday evening, 
we hope you will celebrate. It will be Easter! Have at least one piece of 
chocolate. Call a friend. Hug the ones you’re with. Do something you love.  
Dance, sing, and shout Alleluia! 

Christ is risen! The Lord is Risen Indeed!
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THINGS TO GATHER:

  Cloth: a placemat, tablecloth, or any piece of fabric. 

  Candle: real or battery operated (which might be good if you have 
small children) to remind us that Jesus is the Light of the World.  
For me it also symbolizes the presence of the Holy Spirit and helps  
me quiet my mind and center my thoughts.

 Cross: any shape, type, or media. 

  Icon: a holy image of a saint or biblical figure. Not everyone will want  
(or have) an icon, and that’s okay. 

  Object from nature: a stone, flower, shell, acorn, etc. This reminds us  
of God’s creation that surrounds us always. 

  Flowers: Most of our churches have flowers on or near their altars – 
again, a reminder of God’s creation and abundance. During Lent and  
Holy Week I don’t have flowers – but watch out for Easter!

  Prayers: I like to have a Bible and Book of Common Prayer nearby as  
I usually read a lesson appointed from the day or read the Daily Office.  
But sometimes a little card with a prayer on it is nice too. Perhaps there  
is a prayer that you like especially; write it on paper or an index card.

 Other objects that have meaning to you.

  Bowl with paper and pen: I don’t have this, but I know some people 
do. They might write names of people or thanksgivings on a slip of 
paper and put it in the bowl as part of their prayer practice. They can 
serve as reminders and become a household “collection of prayers.”

 A small bowl of water: represting our baptismal identity in Jesus.

We have experienced that  
the Church is not a building but a 
community gathered in prayer.  
We’ve also realized that our homes 
can be places of prayer. So as we  
near the end of our Lenten journey 
and prepare for Holy Week, we 
suggest creating a prayer space 
at home that can be a welcoming 
and sacred space to anyone in your 
household at any time of day or 
night. In the midst of the chaos of 
homeschooling and worries of our 
world right now, working together 
as a household to build a home altar 
or sacred space can be a way  
to create order and peace.

It is quite simple and can be done  
with what you most likely already 
have at home. Find a surface in a low 
traffic area such as a window sill, 
small table, portable tray table,  
or book shelf.  

The above was taken from  
“Making an Altar for Home”  
by Sharon Ely Pearson.

Creating an Altar in the Home
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A Prayer for Dedicating an Altar  
for the Home

   ¶ Those who will pray at the altar gather around it to bless it 

 One  Let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst

 One  Lift up your hands in the holy place
 All  And bless the Lord.

 One  Let us pray. 

   ¶ Silence is kept

    Almighty God, from you comes every good prayer, and you pour out on those who desire it the spirit 
of grace and supplication: Deliver your servants when they draw near to you in this place from 
coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections they 
may worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 All  Amen.
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Lectio Divina
(a practice for the sacred reading of scripture)

1.   Prepare (Silencio) - Put yourself in the presence of God. Become quiet 
and offer yourself to God. 

2.  Read (Lectio) - Read the passage out loud, slowly allowing the words to 
resonate and settle in your heart. After a pause, re-read the passage out 
loud. During these first two readings, listen for the word or phrase that 
catches your attention. 

3.  Reflect (Meditatio) - Take time to sit with your word or phrase. Re-read 
the passage quietly to yourself and listen to where the word connects with 
your life right now. Enter into the scene in your imagination. Carefully 
watch the people in the story or scene. Listen to how they interact. What 
do you hear and experience as you watch and listen? 

4.  Pray (Oratio) - Talk to God about the word or phrase God has highlighted 
and what’s coming up.It might be helpful to journal. How has God 
addressed you in this Word and invited you to respond? Allow the 
Scripture to lead you into a prayer response. 

5.  Rest (Contemplatio) - Rest in God’s presence. Deeply receive God’s word 
and rest in his presence and love. Give yourself some time to wait and 
be still before you reenter life as usual. Take God’s word to you with you 
throughout the day. Return to it and remember it all day long. Stay with 
God until you feel prompted to leave. 
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Readings and Prayers for the Monday,  
Tuesday & Wednesday in Holy Week

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, whose dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, 
walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other that the way of life and 
peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Reading   John 12:1-11  

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, 
whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him.  
Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary 
took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and 
wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to 
betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii 
and the money given to the poor?” (He said this not because he cared about  
the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used 
to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so 
that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor 
with you, but you do not always have me.” When the great crowd of the Jews 
learned that he was there, they came not only because of Jesus but also to see 
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to 
put Lazarus to death as well, since it was on account of him that many of  
the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. 

HOLY MONDAY

Collect of the Day 

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of 
shameful death to be for us the means of life: Grant us so to glory in the cross 
of Christ, that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

HOLY TUESDAY
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Reading    John 12:20-36

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.  
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him,  
“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and 
Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for 
the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their 
life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow 
me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the 
Father will honor. “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say— ̀ Father, 
save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified 
it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that 
it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, 
“This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the 
kind of death he was to die. The crowd answered him, “We have heard from 
the law that the Messiah remains forever. How can you say that the Son of 
Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” Jesus said to them,  
“The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light,  
so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness,  
you do not know where you are going. While you have the light, believe in  
the light, so that you may become children of light.” After Jesus had said this,  
he departed and hid from them.

Collect of the Day 

Lord God, whose blessed Son our Savior gave his body to be whipped and  
his face to be spit upon: Give us grace to accept joyfully the sufferings of  
the present time, confident of the glory that shall be revealed; through  
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and  
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

HOLY WEDNESDAY
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Reading   John 13:21-32

At supper with his friends, Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared,  
“Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.” The disciples looked at  
one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. One of his disciples—  
the one whom Jesus loved— was reclining next to him; Simon Peter 
therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. So while 
reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus answered,  
“It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in  
the dish.” So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son 
of Simon Iscariot. After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into 
him. Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what you are going to do.” Now no one 
at the table knew why he said this to him. Some thought that, because Judas 
had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the 
festival”; or, that he should give something to the poor. So, after receiving  
the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. When he had 
gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify 
him in himself and will glorify him at once.” 
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                         OPENING 

 One  God Almighty grant us a peaceful night;
 All  and a perfect end.

   ¶ Pause for 10 seconds of holy silence

 One  The angels of God guard us through the night,
 All  and lead us to heavenly peace.
 One  Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Savior.
 All  Thanks be to God.

                CONFESSION 

   ¶ Pray together

 All  Loving God, we are sorry
   for the hurtful things we have thought, said or done,
   and for not doing the things we should have done.
   We ask for your forgiveness.
   Set us on your way and make us whole. Amen.

                         S ONG 

   ¶ This or another suitable song may be sung or said

 All  Before the ending of the day,
   Creator of the world, we pray
   That you, with steadfast love, would keep
   Your watch around us while we sleep.

                        S CRIPTURE 

                         Psalm 134
 One  Behold now, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord,
     you that stand by night in the house of the Lord.
   Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless the Lord;
     The Lord who made heaven and earth. Bless you out of Zion.

   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.

                         Reading   1 Peter 4:8
 One  Above all, show sincere love to each other, because love brings about the forgiveness of many sins.

                          REFLECTING ON THE DAY

 One  What struggles did you see or face today? What blessings did you receive??

Simplified Compline
(also called Night Prayers)

The full service of compline can 
be found on page 127 of the  
Book of Common Prayer.
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                        VERSICLE AND RESPONSE 

 One  Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit;
 All  For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth.
 One  Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of your eye;
 All  Hide us under the shadow of your wings.

                 THE LORD’S PRAYER

   ¶ Pray together

 All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread.
   And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
   And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

                        THE CONCLUSION 

 One   Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 
charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying,  
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.

                        THE ANTIPHON

   ¶ Pray together

 All  Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping;
   that awake we may watch with Christ,
   and asleep we may rest in peace.

                 S ONG OF SIMEON

 One  Lord, you now have set your servant free
    to go in peace as you promised;
   For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
   A Light to enlighten the nations,
    and the glory of your people Israel. 

 All  Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping;
   that awake we may watch with Christ,
   and asleep we may rest in peace.

   Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity,
   Three in One and One in Three,
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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Palm Sunday Blessing  
of the Home
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   ¶  Family and friends gather in the living room or another comfortable space in the home.  
If possible, they bring palms, tree branches, or other signs of celebration to wave as they process 
throughout the house. Another option is to carry a bowl of water in order to sprinkle water  
around the rooms as they are blessed, which serves as a reminder of baptism.

 One  Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
 All  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
 One  Let us pray. 

   ¶ Silence is kept

 One   Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon  
the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

 All  Amen.

                LESS ON  Matthew 21:1-11

                         Reader   When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount  
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says 
anything to you, just say this, ̀ The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.”  
This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,

    “Tell the daughter of Zion,
    Look, your king is coming to you,
    humble, and mounted on a donkey,
    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

    The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt,  
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
 and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead  
of him and that followed were shouting,

    “Hosanna to the Son of David!
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
    Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

   When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”
   The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

 One  The Lord be with you. 
 All  And also with you.
 One  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Palm Sunday Blessing of the Home
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 One   It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and  
was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his 
way. As we recall this blessed day, not from the sanctuary of our church, but from the sanctuary of  
our home, we beseech you to bless and sanctify our dwelling. Give us grace to make a path into our 
hearts and into our home for your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, that we, too, might hail him as our 
King and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns with you and the and  
the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.   

 All  Amen.

                        Blessing of the Rooms in the Home 

   ¶  The individual or family then proceeds to various rooms in the house to mark and bless them for  
the week of sacred celebrations to come, while waving their branches or other signs of celebration. 

     Before blessing each room using one of the prayers below, those gathered begin by repeating  
the following Antiphon & Response to mark the commemoration of Palm Sunday.

 One  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
 All  Hosanna in the highest.

                       IN AN ENTRANCE

 One  Let us pray. 

   ¶ Silence is kept

 One   Sovereign Lord, you are Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end: Send your servants out from 
this place on many errands, be their constant companion in the way, and welcome them upon their 
return, so that coming and going they may be sustained by your presence, O Christ our Lord. 

 All  Amen.

                 IN A LIVING ROOM

 One  Let us pray. 

   ¶ Silence is kept

 One   Give your blessing, Lord, to all who share this room, that they may be knit together in fellowship here 
on earth, and joined with the communion of your saints in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

 All  Amen.

                 IN A DINING ROOM OR AREA

 One  Let us pray. 

   ¶ Silence is kept

 One   Blessed are you, O Lord, King of the universe, for you give us food and drink to sustain our lives:  
Make us grateful for all your mercies, and mindful of the needs of others; through Jesus Christ  
our Lord.

 All  Amen.
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                  IN A KITCHEN

 One  Let us pray. 

   ¶ Silence is kept

 One   O Lord our God, you supply every need of ours according to your great riches: Bless the hands that 
work in this place, and give us grateful hearts for daily bread; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 All  Amen.

                  IN A STUDY OR LIBRARY

 One  Let us pray. 

   ¶ Silence is kept

 One   O God of truth, eternal ground of all that is, beyond space and time yet within them, transcending  
all things yet pervading them: Show yourself to us, for we go about in ignorance; reveal yourself to us, 
for it is you that we seek, O Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 All  Amen.

                  IN A BEDROOM

 One  Let us pray. 

   ¶ Silence is kept

 One   O God of life and love, the true rest of your people: Sanctify to your servants their hours of rest and 
refreshment, their sleeping and their waking; and grant that, strengthened by the indwelling of  
the Holy Spirit, they may rise to serve you all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 All  Amen.

                       IN A CHILD’S BEDROOM

 One  Let us pray. 

   ¶ Silence is kept

 One   Heavenly Father, your Son our Savior took young children into his arms and blessed them:  
Embrace the child whose room this is with your unfailing love, protect her from all danger,  
and bring her in safety to each new day, until she greets with joy the great day of your kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

 All  Amen.

                  IN A B ATHROOM

 One  Let us pray. 

   ¶ Silence is kept

 One   O holy God, in the incarnation of your Son our Lord you made our flesh the instrument of your self-
revelation: Give us a proper respect and reverence for our mortal bodies, keeping them clean and fair, 
whole and sound; that, glorifying you in them, we may confidently await our being clothed upon with 
spiritual bodies, when that which is mortal is transformed by life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 All  Amen.
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   ¶  In place of the individual blessings above, the following single blessing may be said  
for the entire house

 One  Let us pray. 

   ¶ Silence is kept

 One   Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your presence. Bless all who live here with the 
gift of your love; and grant that they may manifest your love [to each other and] to all whose lives they 
touch. May they grow in grace and in the knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and strengthen 
them; and preserve them in peace, O Jesus Christ, now and for ever.  

 All  Amen.

   ¶  The service concludes with the Lord’s Prayer and the Grace

 One  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 All  Our Father, who art in heaven,
   hallowed be thy Name,
   thy kingdom come,
   thy will be done,
    on earth as it is in heaven.
   Give us this day our daily bread.
   And forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those
    who trespass against us.
   And lead us not into temptation,
   but deliver us from evil.
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
   and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

 One   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
be with us all evermore. 

 All  Amen.
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The First of the Three Days
Maundy Thursday
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   ¶  Set out a bowl of water and a clean towel.  Sit with them before you and begin with these texts.   
First, remember God’s forgiveness:

 One  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us
   even when we were dead in sin,
   and made us alive together with Christ.
   By grace we have been saved.
   Our sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ.
   Almighty God strengthen us with power
   through the Holy Spirit,
   that Christ may live in our hearts through faith.
 All  Amen.

   ¶ Then pray the prayer for this night

 One   Holy God, source of all love,
   on the night of his betrayal,
   Jesus gave us a new commandment,
   to love one another as he loves us.
   Write this commandment in our hearts,
   and give us the will to serve others
   as he was servant of all,
   your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
   who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
   one God, now and forever.
 All  Amen.

                FIRST READING  Exodus 12:1–14

 One   The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the beginning 
of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that 
on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a 
household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb 
shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until  
the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter 
it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the 
houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the 
fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted 
over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, 
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover  
of the LORD.  

Maundy Thursday
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    For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land 
of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the 
LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of 
remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations 
you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

   The Word of the Lord.
 All  Thanks be to God.

                        PSALM 116:1,  10-17

 One  1     I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *
     because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.
   10    How shall I repay the LORD *
     for all the good things he has done for me?
   11    I will lift up the cup of salvation *
     and call upon the Name of the LORD.
   12    I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *
     in the presence of all his people.
   13    Precious in the sight of the LORD *
     is the death of his servants.
   14    O LORD, I am your servant; *
     I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;
     you have freed me from my bonds.
   15    I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *
     and call upon the Name of the LORD.
   16    I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *
     in the presence of all his people,
   17    In the courts of the LORD’s house, *
     in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
     Hallelujah!

                SECOND READING     1 Corinthians 11:23–26

 One   For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when  
he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is  
my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also,  
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim  
the Lord’s death until he comes. 

   The Word of the Lord.
 All  Thanks be to God.
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                          THE GOSPEL    John 13:1–17, 31b–35

 One  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
 All  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

 One   Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world 
and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil 
had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God  
and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going 
to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, 
you have no share with me.”  Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and 
my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is 
entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this 
reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

     After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, 
“Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord — and you are right, for that is 
what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 
feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, 
servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 
If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. ”Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 
God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

   The Gospel of the Lord.  
 All  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

   ¶ Having read these readings, think of this

 One   This Word is about the love of Jesus that is forever being born into our time. By remembering  
the Passover, the Last Supper, and the foot washing, we are not trying to get back to an old time.  
We are listening for God’s Word to us now in the face of the suffering and death. Even when we  
cannot meet for the sacrament of Holy Communion, this Word — which takes these three nights  
to say — comes to us: Jesus Christ is our forgiveness. He is the Lamb whose blood marks the doors  
of our houses and bodies. In the power of the Spirit, he has washed our feet and our lives. And he  
turns us toward our neighbors, giving us a new commandment to love them as he has loved us. 
 In this Word — and in the cross that we proclaim tomorrow and the resurrection proclaimed on 
Saturday night — Easter comes to us even now.  

 All  Amen.
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   ¶ Read or sing the following hymn

                  HYMN ‘The Servant Song’ (w/m. Richard Gillard) 

  1. Will you let me be your servant , 
   Let me be as Christ to you
   Pray that I may have the grace to 
   Let you be my servant too 

  2. We are pilgrims on a journey 
   We are travelers on a road
   We are here to help each other 
   Walk the mile and bear the load 

  3. I will hold the Christ-light for you 
   In the night time of your fear
   I will hold my hand out to you 
   Speak the peace you long to hear 

  4. When we sing to God in heaven 
   We will find such harmony 
   Born of all we’ve known together 
   Of Christ’s love and agony 
 

   ¶  If  you are worshipping alone, you may wash your hands or feet –  and consider these words attributed 
to Teresa of Avila:

 One   Christ has no body, now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth, but yours. Yours are the eyes through 
which Christ looks compassion into the word. Yours are the feet with which Christ walsk to do good. 
Yours are the hands with which Christ Blesses the world. 

   ¶  If you are worshipping with others- here you may wash your hands, or wash one another’s hands. 
Using the water in the bowl, recall Jesus washing his disciples’ feet. Or, if you desire, you may wash 
one another’s feet, using this invitation.

 One   Fellow servants of our Lord Jesus Christ: On the night before his death, Jesus set an example for his 
disciples by washing their feet, an act of humble service. He taught that strength and growth in the 
life of the Kingdom of God come not by power, authority, or even miracle, but by such lowly service. 

    Therefore, I invite you who share in the royal priesthood of Christ, to come forward, that we may 
recall whose servant we are by following the example of our Master. Come remembering his 
admonition that what will be done for us is also to be done by us to others, for “a servant is not greater 
than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, 
blessed are you if you do them.”

  ¶  Then you may pray these intercessions for our church and world:

 One   United with Christians around the globe on this Maundy Thursday, let us pray for the church, 
 the earth, our troubled world, and all in need, responding to each petition with the words:  

 All  Hear our prayer.

   ¶ A brief silence
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 One   Blessed are you, holy God, for the church. Gather all the baptized around your presence in the Word. 
Strengthen the body of your people even when we cannot assemble for worship. Grant our Bishops 
– Andy, Kai, Jeff and Hector – and all our clergy faithfulness and creativity for their ministry in this 
time, and accompany those preparing for baptism.

   ¶ A brief silence

 One  Lord, in your mercy, 
 All  Hear our prayer.

 One   Blessed are you, bountiful God, for this good earth and for the flowering of springtime. Save dry lands 
from destructive droughts. Protect the waters from pollution. Allow in this time the planting of fields 
for food. Make us into care-givers of your plants and animals.

   ¶ A brief silence

 One  Lord, in your mercy, 
 All  Hear our prayer. 

 One   Blessed are you, sovereign God, pour out your blessings upon our nation. Inspire all people to live  
in peace and concord. Grant wisdom and courage to heads of state and to legislators as they face  
the coronavirus. Lead our elected officials to champion the cause of the needy.   

   ¶ A brief silence

 One  Lord, in your mercy, 
 All  Hear our prayer. 

 One   Blessed are you, faithful God, for you accompany suffering humanity with love. Abide wherever 
the coronavirus has struck. Visit all who mourn; all who have contracted the virus; those who are 
quarantined or stranded away from home; those who have lost their employment; those who fear  
the present and the future. Support physicians, nurses, and home health aides; medical researchers, 
and all who are called upon to serve in this difficult time.

   ¶ A brief silence

 One  Lord, in your mercy, 
 All  Hear our prayer.

 One   Blessed are you, gracious God, for you care for the needy. We beg you to feed the hungry, protect 
the refugee, embrace the distressed, house the homeless, nurse the sick, and comfort the dying. 
Especially we pray for those we name before you now. 

   ¶ A brief silence

 One  Lord, in your mercy, 
 All  Hear our prayer.

 One   Blessed are you, loving God, that your Son knelt before us, your unworthy servants. Preserve our 
lives, comfort our anxiety, and receive now the petitions of our hearts.

   ¶ A brief silence

 One  Lord, in your mercy, 
 All  Hear our prayer.

 One   Blessed are you, eternal God, receive into your mercy all who have died, and those whom we name 
before you here.

   ¶ A brief silence
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 One  In your good time, bring us with them into your everlasting glory. Lord, in your mercy,
 All  Hear our prayer.

 One   O Lord our God, accept our fervent prayers; in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion 
upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give 
glory, Father, Sin and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

                 The Stripping of the Altar

   ¶  Slowly remove the items from you home Altar, and then gently wash or wipe the altar.  
As you do, read or sing the following hymn

               HYMN ‘Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?’ (Traditional African-American Spiritual) 

  1. Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
   Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Oh!
   Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

  2. Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? Oh!

   Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

  3. Were you there when they pierced him in the side?  
 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? Oh!

   Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
   Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

  4. Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
   Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? Oh!
   Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
   Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

   ¶  Finally, remembering Jesus going to his arrest and his death, the events from which all  
the mercy that fills this night flows, pray this Psalm. And dim the lights as you are able. 

                         PSALM 88

 One  1 O LORD, my God, my Savior, *
     by day and night I cry to you. 
   2 Let my prayer enter into your presence; *
     incline your ear to my lamentation. 
   3 For I am full of trouble; *
     my life is at the brink of the grave. 
   4 I am counted among those who go down to the Pit; *
     I have become like one who has no strength;
   5 Lost among the dead, *
     like the slain who lie in the grave,
   6 Whom you remember no more, *
     for they are cut off from your hand.
   7 You have laid me in the depths of the Pit, *
     in dark places, and in the abyss.
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   8 Your anger weighs upon me heavily, *
     and all your great waves overwhelm me.
   9 You have put my friends far from me;
     you have made me to be abhorred by them; *
     I am in prison and cannot get free.
        10 My sight has failed me because of trouble; *
     LORD, I have called upon you daily;
     I have stretched out my hands to you. 
         11 Do you work wonders for the dead? *
     will those who have died stand up and give you thanks? 
        12 Will your loving-kindness be declared in the grave? *
     your faithfulness in the land of destruction?
        13 Will your wonders be known in the dark? *
     or your righteousness in the country where all
     is forgotten?
        14 But as for me, O LORD, I cry to you for help; *
     in the morning my prayer comes before you.
        15 LORD, why have you rejected me? *
     why have you hidden your face from me?
         16 Ever since my youth, I have been wretched and at thepoint of death; *
     I have borne your terrors with a troubled mind. 
         17 Your blazing anger has swept over me; *
     your terrors have destroyed me; 
         18 They surround me all day long like a flood; *
     they encompass me on every side.
         19 My friend and my neighbor you have put away from me, *
     and darkness is my only companion.

                       Services are adapted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

                              Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26914.

  The Three Days continue tomorrow with the service for Good Friday.
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The Second of the Three Days
Good Friday
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 Concerning the Service
 This service has been adapted from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

   ¶  This service was created for home use. It has been written so that various parts can be shared  
by those present. 

             Each part is either meant to be read by a single person, or by all. And this is indicated with  
“One” or “All.” The “One” parts may be shared. A single leader is not required. While this service 
assumes a small gathering, it may be prayed by an individual who, while physically alone,  
is nevertheless gathered in spirit with the rest of the church.

     This service can be done seated, such as in a living room, or outdoors in a garden or other quiet place. 

     If done inside, lights should be low and soft.

     Sit before a cross or a crucifix. 

     If possible a single candle should be placed in the midst of those gathered and lit before the service 
begins. This candle may also be used for keeping Vigil for the Resurrection at Home.

     This service begins in silence and darkness.

 One  Blessed be our God.
 All  For ever and ever. Amen.
 One   Let us pray.

 One   Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ  
was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; 
who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

 All  Amen.

                   ¶  The Passion story is announced in the following manner

 One   Today we follow Jesus to the cross and the grave. Let us tell the story that we might remember God’s 
love for us, especially when we are afraid, isolated, or sick. 

                   ¶  As the story of Jesus’ passion is long, consider telling it paragraph by paragraph with each 
person present reading in turn until the whole story is told. Everyone who is able to read should be 
encouraged to share in the telling of this sacred story. 

                        JOHN 18.1-19.42

 One   Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which 
he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often 
met there with his disciples. So Judas bought a detachment of soldiers together with police from  
the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 
Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, “Whom are you 
looking for?” They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, 
was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the ground.

    Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus 
answered, “I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go.” 

Good Friday
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  This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.” 
Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear.  
The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not 
to drink the cup that the Father has given me?” So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police 
arrested Jesus and bound him. First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, 
the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one 
person die for the people.

  Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high priest,  
he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was standing outside at the gate.  
So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded  
the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples,  
are you?” He said, “I am not.” Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was  
cold, and they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them  
and warming himself.

  Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. Jesus answered,  
“I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all  
the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what 
I said to them; they know what I said.” When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck 
Jesus on the face, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered, “If I have spoken 
wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” Then Annas sent him 
bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

  Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not also one of his 
disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of  
the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” Again Peter 
denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.

  Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning. They 
themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat  
the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?”  
They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.”  
Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The Jews replied,  
“We are not permitted to put anyone to death.” (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he 
indicated the kind of death he was to die.)

  Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of  
the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate 
replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me.  
What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from 
this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, 
my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that  
I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone  
who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”

  After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case against him. But you 
have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the 
King of the Jews?” They shouted in reply, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit.

  Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his 
head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him 
out to you to let you know that I find no case against him.” 
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  So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is the 
man!” When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate  
said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him.” The Jews answered him, 
“We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.”

  Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again and asked 
Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you 
refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?” 
Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; 
therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” From then on Pilate tried to 
release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor.  
Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.”

  When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called 
The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover;  
and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!” They cried out, “Away with him!  
Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests 
answered, “We have no king but the emperor.” Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.

  So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of  
the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others,  
one on either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross.  
It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, because  
the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in 
Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but,  
‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.”  
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts,  
one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from 
 the top. So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.”  
This was to fulfill what the scripture says,

   “They divided my clothes among themselves,
   and for my clothing they cast lots.”

   And that is what the soldiers did.
  Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife 

of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 
beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your 
mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

  After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture),  
“I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a  
branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” 
Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

  Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the 
sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have  
the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke  
the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. 

  But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead,  
one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. (He who saw this 
has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) 
These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.”  
And again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”
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  After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of his 
fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he 
came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing 
a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and 
wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a 
garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had 
ever been laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid 
Jesus there.                    NRSV

 One   Let us sit in silence with those who laid Jesus to rest.

                  ¶  A measured silence from at least one minute, but preferably three to five minutes, is observed

                  The Solemn Collects

                  ¶  The solemn collects may be prayed kneeling, standing, or seated as any are able

 One   Dear People of God: Our heavenly Father sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world,  
but that the world through him might be saved; that all who believe in him might be delivered from 
the power of sin and death, and become heirs with him of everlasting life.

   We pray, therefore, for people everywhere according to their needs.

 All   Let us pray for the holy catholic Church of Christ throughout the world; for all those who meet in 
homes on these holy days, for those isolated due to illness or age, that all your people might be one.

                 ¶  Silence

 One   Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and 
sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your 
holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 All  Amen   

 All   Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those to whom their care is entrusted.  
That by God’s help they may seek justice and truth, and live in peace and concord.

   ¶ Silence

                  One   Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your wisdom 
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in tranquility your dominion may increase, 
until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 All  Amen.

 All  Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind; 
   For the hungry and the homeless, the destitute and the oppressed. 
   For the sick, the wounded, and the crippled. 
   For those in loneliness, fear, and anguish. 
   For those who face temptation, doubt, selfishness, and despair. 
   For the sorrowful and bereaved. For prisoners and captives, and those in mortal danger.

 One   May God in mercy comfort and relieve them, and grant them the knowledge of his love, and stir up  
in us the will and patience to minister to their needs.

   ¶ Silence
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 One   Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer: Let the cry of those in 
misery and need come to you, that they may find your mercy present with them in all their afflictions; 
and give us, we pray, the strength to serve them for the sake of him who suffered for us, your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

 All  Amen.

 All  Let us commit ourselves to God, and pray for the grace of a holy life, 
   that, with all who have departed this world and have died in the peace of Christ, 
   and those whose faith is known to God alone, 
   we may be accounted worthy to enter into the fullness of the joy of our Lord, 
   and receive the crown of life in the day of resurrection.

   ¶ Silence

 One   O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that 
wonderful and sacred  mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility 
the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being 
raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought 
to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord;  
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

 All  Amen.

   ¶ This anthem may be sung or said

                        ANTHEM ‘Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle’
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 All  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,
   because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

   If we have died with him, we shall also live with him;
   if we endure, we shall also reign with him.

   We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,
   because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.
 
                         THE LORD’S PRAYER

 All  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name,      
   thy kingdom come,    
   thy will be done,    
    on earth as it is in heaven.   
   Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our trespasses,   
   as we forgive those     
    who trespass against us.   
   And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.  
   For thine is the kingdom,   
   and the power, and the glory,  
   for ever and ever. Amen.

   ¶  The service concludes with the following prayer. The candle should be blown out as  
the prayer is concluded. 

 All  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, 
   we pray you to set your passion, cross, and death 
   between your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our death. 
   Give mercy and grace to the living; pardon and rest to the dead; 
   to your holy Church peace and concord; and to us sinners everlasting life and glory; 
   for with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, 
   one God, now and forever. Amen.

Service adapted from the Book of Common Prayer by The Rev. Josephine Robertson, All Saints Episcopal Church, Bellevue, 

WA and the Rev. Joseph Peters-Mathews, St. Hilda St. Patrick, Edmonds, Washington.

  The Three Days/ Triduum continues tomorrow with the Vigil of Easter.
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   Concerning the Service

  This Vigil for the Night Before Easter was designed for saying at home — either as an individual or a 
gathering of friends and families. This is the night when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and 
rose victorious from the grave. This Vigil is offered in the hopes of being the first celebration of the 
Great Fifty Days by individuals or families, speaking or reading aloud or incorporating technology 
(see the end of the service for links).

  The service has been written so that various parts can be shared among those present; yes, let 
children read and lead! Each part is either meant to be read by a single person, or by all. And this 
is indicated with “One” or “All.” The “One” parts may be shared and a single leader throughout is 
not required. While this service assumes a small gathering it can, when necessary, be done by an 
individual who while physically alone is nevertheless gathered in spirit with the rest of the church 
this day, night, or remembrance. This service is meant to be used as a last resort when for times of 
safety the Church cannot assemble in person to mark this night. 

 Parts of this service are enhanced by advanced planning.

  This service should take place after dinner, but before dessert. Extra goodies — baked goods, 
celebratory beverages, treats to mark this night — should be prepared in advance for the conclusion 
of this service. A special candle should be set aside for this service, ideally a pillar candle that can 
burn throughout Easter in a space of comfort and respite. Comfortable seating is encouraged for  
this service. 

   ¶  Sit before an unlit candle and a bowl of water. 

             Light the candle, saying

 One  The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our  hearts and minds.
 All  Thanks be to God.

                   ¶  Then read this “Easter Proclamation”

 One  Rejoice, all heavenly choirs of angels!
   Christ has conquered; the risen Savior shines upon you.
   This is the night in which the true Lamb is slain.  
   This is the night:
 All  this is the night.

 One  This the night in which the children of Israel were led through the sea.
   This is the night:
 All  this is the night.

 One  This is the night in which all who believe in Christ are renewed in grace.
   This is the night: 
 All  this is the night.

Vigil of Easter
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 One  The holiness of this night restores joy to those who mourn and humbles earthly pride. 
   Therefore this night, O God, receive our praise for the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
   May Christ, the Morning Star, rising from the grave, shed light on the whole human race.
   And we pray, O God: preserve and protect your church, 
   giving us peace, in this time and forever.
 All  Amen.

   ¶  And pray this prayer: 

 One   O God, you are the creator of the world,
   the liberator of your people, and the wisdom of the earth.
   By the resurrection of your Son, free us from our fears,
   restore us in your image, and ignite us with your light,
   through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
   who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
   one God, now and forever.
 All  Amen   

                        Hearing Salvation’s History 

   ¶  The following stories are read aloud. After each story, those who have memories of the stories  
are invited to share those memories — a funny time they heard this story, who they associate with it, 
where they learned it most truly, etc. This is a night for telling stories of good news. After the story, 
someone says the paired prayer. Lights should be kept dim for these stories — just enough light  
for a reader. 

                        STORY 1:   The story of Creation —Genesis 1.1-2.2

 One   In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.

    Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good;  
and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

    And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from  
the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the 
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening  
and there was morning, the second day.

    And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 
appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he 
called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was 
so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind 
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there  
was morning, the third day.

    And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night;  
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome  
of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater  
light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of 
the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning,  
the fourth day.
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    And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that 
moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God  
saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

    And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things  
and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of 
every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. 
And God saw that it was good.

    Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created 
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.  
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing  
that moves upon the earth.”

    God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to 
every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life,  
I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.

    God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the sixth day.

    Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day  
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that  
he had done.                                     NRSV

   One   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
 All  Thanks be to God.

    ¶  Stories about the Creation story — and stories about creation, its beauty, and God’s work —  
may be shared.

 One   O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: 
Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 All  Amen.

                   STORY 2: The Flood — Genesis 7.1-5, 11-18;  8.8-18; 9.8-13

 One   Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you 
alone are righteous before me in this generation. Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the 
male and its mate; and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and its mate; and seven pairs 
of the birds of the air also, male and female, to keep their kind alive on the face of all the earth. For in 
seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights; and every living thing that  
I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.”

   And Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him.

    In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, 
on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were 
opened. The rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.
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    On the very same day Noah with his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three 
wives of his sons entered the ark, they and every wild animal of every kind, and all domestic animals 
of every kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every bird of every kind—every 
bird, every winged creature. They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which 
there was the breath of life. And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had 
commanded him; and the LORD shut him in.

    The flood continued forty days on the earth; and the waters increased, and bore up the ark, and it rose 
high above the earth. The waters swelled and increased greatly on the earth; and the ark floated on 
the face of the waters. Then he sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the 
face of the ground; but the dove found no place to set its foot, and it returned to him to the ark, for the 
waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took it and brought it into 
the ark with him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent out the dove from the ark; and the 
dove came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah 
knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. Then he waited another seven days, and sent out 
the dove; and it did not return to him any more.

    In the six hundred first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up 
from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and saw that the face of the 
ground was drying. In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry.

    Then God said to Noah, “Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with 
you. Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth—so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and 
multiply on the earth.” So Noah went out with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives.

    Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 
you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish 
my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never 
again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

    God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature 
that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of  
the covenant between me and the earth.                              NRSV

   One   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
 All  Thanks be to God.

   ¶  Stories about torrential downpours, rainbows, and fun and scary times with water may be shared.

 One   Almighty God, you have placed in the skies the sign of your covenant with all living things:  
Grant that we, who are saved through water and the Spirit, may worthily offer to you our sacrifice 
 of thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 All  Amen.

                   STORY 3: Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea — Exodus 14.10-15.1 

 One   As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on  
them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, “Was it because there 
were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done  
to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let  
us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in  
the wilderness.” 
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    But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD  
will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again.  
The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”

    Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you 
lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into 
the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; 
and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. 
And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, 
his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army 
moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place 
behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there 
with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night.

    Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind 
all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the 
sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians 
pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers.  
At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, 
and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with 
difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them 
against Egypt.” 

    Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back 
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over 
the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD 
tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot 
drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 
But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their 
right and on their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. 
So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.

    Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD: “I will sing to the LORD, for he has 
triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.”                         NRSV

   One   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
 All  Thanks be to God.

   ¶  Stories about getting away safe, God delivering the people, or unexpected blessings may be shared.

 One   O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by  
the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for  
us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth  
may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord 

 All  Amen.
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                        Remembering Baptism and Telling Its Story

 One   Before we hear the Good News of our Savior’s resurrection, let us pray for those who are being 
baptized this night [, those whose baptisms are delayed because of pandemic,] and hear of God’s acts 
of salvation through Water and the Spirit. 

   ¶  After some silence 

                STORY 4: Baptized into Christ’s Death and Resurrection — Romans 6.3-11

 One   Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

    For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might 
be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if 
we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised 
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he 
died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead 
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.                             NRSV

   One   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
 All  Thanks be to God.

   ¶  Stories about baptism may be shared: stories of one’s own, or by witnesses of others

 One   Having remembered those who will be baptized, and hearing how we have been joined to  
Christ in baptism, let us reaffirm our baptismal promises. 

 All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.
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 All   With God’s help, I will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
and in the prayers.

   With God’s help, I will persevere in resisting evil, and whenever I fall into sin, return to the Lord.

   With God’s help, I will proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ.

   With God’s help, I will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving my neighbor as myself.

    With God’s help, I will strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of every 
human being. 

   ¶  Make the sign of the cross on your forehead with water from the bowl.

 One   O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that 
wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquillity 
the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being 
raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought 
to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 All  Amen.

   ¶  Stories about baptism may be shared: stories of one’s own, or by witnesses of others

              Proclaiming Christ’s Resurrection

   ¶  The lights are turned up in the room.    

   ¶  Everyone present takes a turn leading the following exchange. 

  One   Alleluia! Christ is risen!
 All  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

   ¶  After some silence 

  All   O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in 
your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in 
body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

  One  Let’s hear one more story: the story of an empty tomb.

                       STORY 5: Jesus’ Resurrection — Matthew 28.1-10 

 One   After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who 
was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then 
go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of 
you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly 
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” 
And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”                        NRSV

   One   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
 All  Thanks be to God.



TABLE OF  
CONTENTS

   ¶  Stories of Easters past may be shared as preparations for sharing Easter treats take place.

 One   O God of love, you are the true sun of the world, evermore risen and never going down: We pray you to 
shine in our hearts and drive away the darkness of sin and the mist of error. We pray that we may, this 
day and all our lives long, walk without stumbling in the way you have prepared for us, which is Jesus 
Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God in glory everlasting.

 All   Amen.

                       Sharing the Easter Feast

   ¶  In this dispersed setting, the Eucharist is not available, but Christ is present whenever two or three 
are gathered in his name. The disciples also remembered him in the breaking of the bread. 

  One   Alleluia! Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us!
 All  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
  One   When we share our bread with one another
 All  The Lamb of God will make us one.

   ¶  An in-home party commences. Dancing, music, and playlists full of alleluias are encouraged.  
The following links are on Spotify ((Click on buttons below to play)Click on buttons below to play)  ::  

    

Service adapted from the Book of Common Prayer by the Rev. Joseph Peters-Mathews, St. Hilda St. Patrick, Edmonds, WA. 

And are also adapted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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