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week four
THE GOSPEL STORY
Scripture  
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth…And I saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God... + Revelation 21:1-2

Meditation
So many of our solutions to life’s problems are geographic: if we move 
to a new town, if we get a job in a new office, if we can just get away for 
awhile, then our problems will be solved.  If we can just make it out of 
this vale of tears and up to heaven, we’ll be set.  But the Gospel’s good 
news is that we don’t need to head elsewhere for our beauty or our 
solutions.  The solutions are already here, or if they’re not, salvation is 
headed our way on the double.  There’s a discipline involved in learning 
to see heaven on earth, though.  We have to practice looking for heaven 
breaking though.  Once you get in the habit of noticing it, you’ll start 
seeing it everywhere!

Ideas and Activities
 o Heaven is described in lots of ways in the Bible: a city, a flower, a 

river, a tree, and lots more.  Go for a walk to look for heaven.  Point 
out things to each other that seem “heavenly” to you.

 o Bring heaven to earth: set up a lemonade stand (or - lets be real 
here - a Kool Aid stand) and send the profits to a local charity.

 o Sit somewhere familiar at home: the living room, the yard, the roof.  
Look around (don’t forget to look at each other) and point out 
what’s heavenly about where you are right this moment.
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conversations
 o What is heaven even for?  Like, why do you think so many religions 

include some idea of paradise?
 o What are some things that would need to change around here for 

it to be more heavenly?
 o Many people talk about or believe in a heaven that we go to after 

we die.  Do you believe in such a realm?  If so, what does it have to 
do with the heaven that the song says is headed here?

 o The song talks about how Jesus preached in the open air, not 
inside religious buildings.  If Jesus wanted to reach a bunch of 
people today, where do you think he would preach?

Yes Day
Plan a Yes Day.  Tell your kids that being a parent often means 
saying “no” more than you would like.  Tell them that whatever 
they ask you to do with them that day, you will say “yes.” (Be 
smart, though! Lay down some parameters: cost, distance, 
safety...)  If you have more than one kid and can manage it, give 
them each their own day or part of the day.




