
 Officiant Blessed be God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 People Blessed be God’s Kingdom. Amen.

                        All   Loving God, you have led us to this place,
  Not to shield us from the pain of human life,
  But to heal us and inspire us,
  To gently redirect us,
  Until we see the world as you do 
  And love it with your love. 
  Amen. 
 Officiant In a world filled with darkness, we light a candle to remember those who have been killed or whose lives have been 

changed by violence. We pray for the troubles in our earthly home, in our capital and throughout our nation.

 ¶ Time for prayer: Silently or aloud, pray for those who have been killed or affected by violence,  
pray for unjust systems and brokenness.

 Officiant A blessing on you who are poor,
 People Yours is the Kingdom of God.
 Officiant A blessing on you who mourn,
 People You shall be comforted.
 Officiant A blessing on you who hunger for justice,
 People You shall be satisfied.
 Officiant A blessing on you who make peace,
 People You shall be called children of God. 
 Officiant A blessing on you who are persecuted for the cause of right,
 People Yours is the Kingdom of Heaven.
 All Amen. 

 Officiant For a world in need of repentance, we light a candle for systems, communities  
and relationships that are broken, we pray for reconciliation.

 ¶ Time for prayer: Silently or aloud, pray for the divisions in our world, nation, communities, families and in ourselves.
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     Psalm 122 
                        All   1 I was glad when they said to me, * 
    "Let us go to the house of the lord." 
  2  Now our feet are standing * 
    within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
  3  Jerusalem is built as a city * 
    that is at unity with itself; 
  4  To which the tribes go up, 
    the tribes of the lord, * 
    the assembly of Israel, 
    to praise the Name of the lord. 
  5  For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
    the thrones of the house of David. 
  6  Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
    "May they prosper who love you. 
  7  Peace be within your walls * 
    and quietness within your towers. 
  8  For my brethren and companions' sake, * 
    I pray for your prosperity. 
  9  Because of the house of the lord our God, * 
    I will seek to do you good." 

     lesson 
     Mark 4:35-41  
               Lector  On that day, when evening had come, Jesus said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other side.’ And leaving the crowd 

behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. A great gale arose, and the 
waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; 
and they woke him up and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ He woke up and rebuked  
the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them,  
‘Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?’ And they were filled with great awe and said to one another,  
‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?’           nrsv

  The Word of the Lord.
    People Thanks be to God. 
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     Hymn 608
‘Eternal father, strong to save’



     Prayers for peace
 Officiant  From the hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from class,  
 People  Merciful Lord forgive us.  
 Officiant For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors,  

and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us. 
 People  Merciful Lord forgive us.  
 Officiant From all the ways we have not been the voice for the voiceless and a source of hope for those who need our aid.   
 People  Merciful Lord forgive us.  
 Officiant From all of the ways we have departed your will for the sake of own benefit.  
 People  Merciful Lord forgive us.  
 Officiant  From our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee,  
 People  Merciful Lord forgive us.  
 Officiant  From our use of violent language and stereotypes which divide your people.   
 People  Merciful Lord forgive us.  
 Officiant  From our overconsumption that inhibits us from living a sustainable life where all of God’s people have enough.  
 People  Merciful Lord forgive us.  
 All  May we all be instruments of your peace and have the courage to place our unity above own ideology.
 People  Merciful Lord forgive us.  
 Officiant  In thanksgiving, we light a candle for the promise of the kingdom of God  

and the hope and courage given to us to respond with love.  
 Officiant  Let us pray.

     In Times of Conflict 
 Officiant O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles for justice and truth,  

to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work together with mutual forbearance and respect;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

     For the President of the United States and all in Civil Authorit y 
 Officiant O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to your merciful care, that,  

being guided by your Providence, we may dwell secure in your peace. Grant to Joseph Biden as he begins as our 
President of the United States the wisdom and strength to know and to do your will. Fill him with the love of truth 
and righteousness, and make him ever mindful of his calling to serve this people in your fear; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

     the lord’s prayer
 All Our Father, who art in heaven,
       hallowed be thy Name, 
       thy kingdom come, 
       thy will be done, 
           on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those 
           who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
       and the power, and the glory, 
       for ever and ever. Amen.

 Officiant God, lead us, that we may stand firm in hope.
 People Let us be bearers of your light to the world.



     Hymn 680
‘O God our help in ages past’

 Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
 People Thanks be to God. 


