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Introduction
Dear friends,

I am so grateful for those who took time to create this offering of Easter reflections 
for us. Historically in the life of the church, the season of Easter has been devoted 
to reflecting on the faith and the gift of our unity with God through Christ. I hope 
that you will find nothing less in this booklet. In fact, my hope is that we will start a 
tradition of creating such a booklet and extend our practice of dwelling in the gift of 
Easter each and every year. 

I offer to you this prayer of gratitude from St. Augustine’s prayerbook as a way to 
engage the content offered to us. Blessings for a time to simply abide in the steadfast 
love of God. Let us pray…

For Gratitude- “Open our eyes, Lord, that we may see all that you give so 
abundantly, and teach us to be grateful; for the things we hold closest to our heart, 
for the things that all share in common, for the smallest of pleasures, and for the 
great hope of heaven. In all that you have given us, let us see your hand, and let 
our delight in your gift become an unending prayer of thanksgiving and an ever-
growing habit of generosity toward others. For the sake of him who loves us and 
gave himself for us, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

God’s peace,
The Rev. Channing Smith, Rector  

The Readings
In this Easter Week booklet of meditations, the Psalms and Lessons appointed 
for each day are listed at the beginning of each entry followed by the Collect for 
the day. The appointed readings can be found online at lectionarypage.net and 
they are listed also in The Book of Common Prayer. 

Easter Blessings,
Holly Noelke, Booklet Editor
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MONDAY IN EASTER WEEK
ACTS 2:14,22B-32 
MATTHEW 28:9-15 
PSALM 16:8-11 or PSALM 118:19-24

The Collect
Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that we who celebrate with awe the Paschal  
feast may be found worthy to attain to everlasting joys; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and for ever. Amen. 

Meditation
In today’s gospel, we read another story of Mary’s and Martha’s ways of giving and 
showing love: Mary’s generosity and Martha’s service. We are also introduced to 
Judas Iscariot’s greed. In Isaiah, we learn that God gives us a light to the nations 
to open the eyes that are blind. Together I think these passages call us to be God’s 
givers in this world, in all that we say and in all that we do. And we’re called to give 
without worrying what will be left for us. We are called to give out of gratitude 
because God loves us first. Sometimes that may mean giving an extravagant gift. 
Other times that may mean giving words of affirmation, just being present with 
someone, doing something for someone, or simply giving a hug. Whenever we love 
and however we express that love, we offer a glimpse to others of God’s love for us. 
Whenever we do not know what to say or do, we can pray for guidance.

Guide me, O Lord, to be your love in this situation in what I say and do. Help me to 
be your love at this moment so that those to whom I give my love may feel your love 
and through our relationship we may know you a little better. Amen. 

MaryAnn Frishman

TUESDAY IN EASTER WEEK
ACTS 2:36-41
JOHN 20:11-18  
PSALM 33:18-22 or PSALM 118:19-24 

The Collect
O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed 
death and brought life and immortality to light: Grant that we, who have been 
raised with him, may abide in his presence and rejoice in the hope of eternal 
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be dominion and praise for ever and ever. Amen.

Meditation
Mary Magdalene stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this,  
she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 
was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you  
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; 
and she told them that he had said these things to her. — JOHN 20:11-18 

Mary is so blinded by her grief that she at first cannot recognize Jesus. How often 
are we distracted by our own emotions that we don’t see the Divine all around us? 
When she mistakes Jesus for the gardener, we are reminded of the Garden of Eden, 
where life began; the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus prayed; and how Jesus 
tends his disciples with tender care. 

I am also reminded of a rushed morning when my youngest daughter was three. 
I was holding her hand, leading her on the sidewalk into preschool. We were late. 
She dropped my hand, bent down, and with wonderment in her eyes excitedly 
pointed out to me, “These are my friends – these small purple flowers. Purple is 
your favorite color, Mommy!” Something shifted in me. This was my ‘Rabbouni’ 
moment of recognizing my teacher – this small child in my care, showing me the 
way of slowing down to see the Divine right in front of me. 

O Lord of all creation, Our teacher, ever-present, guiding us in love.  
Thank you for the eyes to notice wonders, great and small. Amen.

Jessica Riels 
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WEDNESDAY IN EASTER WEEK
ACTS 3:1-10
LUKE 24:13-35  
PSALM 105:1-8 or PSALM 118:19-24 

The Collect
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking 
of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his 
redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.  

Meditation
Lent. Easter. Wednesday in Easter Week has dawned, and we are here. You and me, 
walking along this traumatic yet triumphant path toward Easter’s victory. 

Emotionally riveting and vacillating has been the journey. Together, we have felt  
the jarring poignancy of Jesus’ righteous anger. Together, we have felt the smoldering 
darkness as vulnerability manifested, betrayals evolved, and the angst of our savior 
crescendoed at the cross. Instinctively, you and I knew that darkness could not shutter 
the light of Jesus—the light that we know to be love. Beloved Jesus. Blessed Jesus. 
This Son of God, answering the clarion call, dying so that we—you and I—could live. 
And in living, we, as Christians, are encouraged, as in today’s readings, to make that 
turn, that turn wholly and solely toward Him. 

Christ has risen. Why the necessity of His encounters with disciples near Emmaus 
and with the breaking of bread later on that day, as captured in today’s gospel?  
My vision—it is the ultimate act of love from our forever teacher, building the post-
resurrection, Christian playbook not just for His disciples, but also for you and me. 
Study scripture; actualize it. Eschew disbelief. Mire not in the superfluous. Visible 
or invisible, recognizable or unrecognizable, I, Jesus, am present at the Lord’s 
table. Revelation of His divine presence to his disciples no doubt screams to their 
sensibilities, “Jesus lives!” Empowered now they are—and we are—to move into  
the world in His name and in His way.

My meditation leads me here. All too often, I mirror the disciples on Emmaus’ 
road—worrying needlessly; paying inadequate attention to scripture’s details and 
foretold outcomes; and more. I need less of that me and more of the me I would 
like to become. I crave the crispness, clarity, and undertone of urgency of the Jesus 
I sense at Emmaus. I want to speak with Peter’s certainty—what I have I give you 
in the name of Jesus Christ. I want to practice, feel, sense, soak in, swim in, fall in 
love with, renew in, and be reinvigorated by what He at Emmaus and He at Calvary 
ordained—each day, and every minute of the day. Storm. I want to storm and not 
amble toward His finish line, for He is the cornerstone, beckoning to you and me.

Donna White

THURSDAY IN EASTER WEEK
ACTS 3:11-26
LUKE 24:36b-48 
PSALM 8 or PSALM 114 or PSALM 118:19-24

The Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the 
new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the 
fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by 
their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Meditation
The assigned readings for today are troubling in view of the anti-Semitic incidents 
that have marred our community life in Austin recently. It is hard not to see these  
as a part of the virulent nationalism that has swept the country over the past  
few years. No doubt there are multiple and complex causes for this. I’m not  
qualified to enter the scholarly debate over whether the New Testament is itself 
an “anti-Semitic” document, but plainly and beyond debate is the long and well-
documented history of persecution, suffering, and death of Jewish people at the 
hands of professed Christians. Too often the excuses offered for those atrocities 
have been misinterpretations of passages like the readings for today.1

We must no longer tolerate misinterpretation of the New Testament in ways  
that promote hatred of Jews and Judaism. Most of us do not consciously read these 
texts that way. Most of us see Christianity as about love, not hate. But as long as  
the texts are proclaimed, readings that suggest the Jewish people are demonic,  
evil, or otherwise despicable will surface. It is our responsibility—whoever we are— 
to counter that wherever we find it.

A Prayer for Reconciliation
May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give us the same  
attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with  
one mind and one voice we may glorify the God and Father of our Lord  
Jesus Christ, Amen.

1.  Among many others that could be cited, see, e.g., Matthew 27:25 (blood curse); Luke 24:20 (chief priests delivered him up 
to be condemned); John 8:44 (descended from the devil); 1 Thess. 2:14-16 (Jews killed Jesus and oppose all people).

Bill Bednar 
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FRIDAY IN EASTER WEEK 
ACTS 4:1-12 
JOHN 21:1-14 
PSALM 116:1-8  or PSALM 118:19-24 

The Collect
Almighty Father, who gave your only Son to die for our sins and to rise for our 
justification: Give us grace so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness, 
that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Meditation
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 
elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who 
was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of 
you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good 
health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead.” — ACTS 4: 8-10

7.  For you have rescued my life from death 
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.

8.  I will walk in the presence of the Lord 
In the land of the living. — PSALM 116:7-8

The words that speak to me closest from above are good deed, healed, good health, 
and by the name of Jesus Christ from Acts. And rescued my life from death, my feet 
from stumbling, and the land of the living from the Psalm. 

Right now I am in an Abbey group studying the Christian mystics, currently  
Julian of Norwich. She said, “As I see it, Christ’s thirst—his desire and his longing—
has been with him always, and always will be, until the last soul is liberated and  
is lifted into his bliss.”

I interpret these readings to say that God is within and desires to heal and rescue 
me from the trials of this life, and even more to lift me into his bliss. He also  
works through the good deeds of all of us, as we are a living manifestation of  
God’s will. That this will is benevolent and full of desire and longing is a comfort  
to me—something I know from being part of your lives whether I know you 
personally or not.

Paula Starche

SATURDAY IN EASTER WEEK
ACTS 4:13-21
MARK 16:9-15,20
PSALM 118:14-18 or PSALM 118:19-24

The Collect
We thank you, heavenly Father, that you have delivered us from the dominion 
of sin and death and brought us into the kingdom of your Son; and we pray 
that, as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his love he may raise us to 
eternal joys; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Meditation
Of all the readings for this day in, PSALM 118 resonated the most to me as it 
celebrates the joy that can be found being a member of God’s Beloved Community. 
In some versions, verse 15 reads “There is a sound of exultation and victory”,  
but I prefer a subtle difference found in other translations. “There is a sound of 
joy and victory”. As we navigate this next iteration of the pandemic, I need to be 
mindful to see other’s joy and to remember and rejoice in the fact that I am part 
of a Beloved Community. 

When I heard about the death of Bishop Desmond Tutu, I sought out one of my 
favorite books: The Book of Joy by the Dalai Lama, Desmond Tutu, and Douglas 
Abrams. The book chronicles a week-long meeting between these two remarkable 
religious leaders where they discussed the Nature of Joy. If you look up photos or 
some of the videos online that show the two of them during this time together,  
you see two people who are playful, childlike, and joyful despite the gravitas of 
their roles in their respective faiths. Despite their vast differences in belief and  
the injustices they have endured, these two people were able to come together in 
deep mutual respect to craft a uniform understanding of joy.  

Both men agreed that hardship and joy go hand in hand but emphasized that being 
in community with others during times of hardship or isolation is the ultimate 
key to finding joy. Bishop Tutu in particular stated that seeking joy for oneself is 
fleeting, but helping others find their joy is more long lasting. He underscored the 
importance of community by sharing that in African Villages, one often asks in a 
greeting, “How are we?” In his words, “This greeting sees that someone else’s joy  
is in a very real way our own. So rejoicing in others’ good fortune really brings a  
lot of positive benefits.”  

As we enter Easter, and are still mired in the impact COVID continues to have on 
our lives, let us reach out as best we can and ask our neighbors, family, and friends 
“How are we?”. May we rejoice in this day the Lord has made and seek to further  
joy in our Beloved Community. 

Deborah Overdorff 
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